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Opposition to Conscription 


Is Spreading 


GOVERNMENT SCHEME MAY 


BE MADE 


ALMOST 


UNWORKABLE 
Proposed P.P.U. Manifesto 


to such dimensions that the Government may well find that the proposed 


Tee: nation-wide opposition to conscription has during the past week swelled 


Military Training Act will prove substantially unworkable. 

The revolt is being co-ordinated. Among those co-operating are the Peace 
Pledge Union, Christian Pacifist Groups, Women’s Co-operative Guilds, the No 
Conscription League, the Society of Friends, the Independent Labour Party, and 


various youth organizations. 


Reports of strong local Labour Party and Trade Union opposition are 


appearing daily in the press. 


Already two important local authorities—Glasgow 


and Bermondsey—have passed resolutions demanding the withdrawal of the 


measure. 


Signatures of the peace pledge have been received at PPU headquarters since the announce- 
ment of conscription at more than double the normal rate. 

Stuart Morris, chairman of the Peace Pledge Union, has prepared the following statement 
for the endorsement of the national members of the new Central Council of the Union: 


“In view of the introduction of conscrip- 
tion, the Council of the Peace Pledge Union 
desires to re-affirm, on behalf of the mem- 
bers, the complete renunciation of war, and 
the refusal to support or sanction another. 


+ “Believing that conscription is part of the 
preparation for war, and indeed, calculated 
to make war more likely, it expresses 
unalterable and uncompromising resistance 
to conscription in general and the present 
proposal in particular, 

“The PPU regards conscription as un- 
democratic and anti-social. It deprecates 
as strongly as possible the attempt to force 
military training on lads who have no power 
to express their own views through the 
ballot box, and to remove them from the 
opportunity of real service at such an im- 
portant stage in their careers. 

“ While it in no way wishes to force the 
decision which each lad is still free to make, 
it desires to assure those who do resist con- 
scription of the fullest possible means of 
support. It regards such resistance as not 
only courageous, but as being of the greatest 
possible service to the community and the 
cause of peace. 

“The PPU would, at the same time, 
urgently renew its appeal for the abandon- 

(Continued on page 7.) 


ON OTHER 
PAGES 


* 


Mary Gamble makes 
“An Appeal to Women” 
Laurence Housman says: 
“Mankind is Growing Up” 
Wilfred Wellock asks: 
“ Watchman, What of 
the Night?” 


What Does PPU Stand For? 


George Lansbury’s 
Advice: 


“PUT PRESSURE ON YOUR MP.” 


¥ ARGE numbers of people have written 

about the conscyption issue to Mr. 
George Lansbury, who asks us to state 
that it is quite impossible for him to 


answer each letter individually. “What I 
want to say to them,” he told Peace News, 
“is that the handful of us in the House of 
Commons have done and will continue to 
see best to modify the proposals in the 
ill. 
THREE POINTS 


Mr. Lansbury emphasized that what is 
needed is general pressure on the indivi- 
dual Members of Parliament. Points that 
needed stressing were: 


1. That provision must be made for the 
absolutists—those who will not take any 
alternative service. (“It should be 
stressed,” Mr. Lansbury said, “ that if there 
is any difference of conviction, these men 
have the most solid sort of standing and 
therefore are entitled to be properly 
considered.”) 


2. That the “work of national import- 
ance” ought to be such that it is as far 
removed from the military “machine as 
possible. 


3. The tribunals must be more fairly 
representative of opinion than they were 
during the war. 


Mr. Lansbury added: “ Members of Par- 
liament should be asked to determine, if 


Germany.” 


23 YEARS AFTER 


The German Prussian; “Ah! You admit you 
have to copy our method of conscription to beat 


The British Prussian: “Oh! You silly man to 
think we want conscription for the defeat of Germany. 
We want it for the defeat of England!” 


punishment is to be inflicted, what that 
punishment shall consist of”; and he re- 
called the extreme measures taken during 
the War such as are described on another 
page of this issue. 


1918 “First Born ” 
First To Be 
Called 


“These lads being conscripted are the 
first-born of the men who came back in 
1918,” declared Mr. Frank Fairhurst at the 
conference in Biackpool on Tuesday of the 
United Textile Factory Workers’ Associa- 
tion. 

(Unions’ opposition, page 5.) 


Labour Teachers’ Protest 


The London branch of the National Asso- 
ciation of Labour Teachers will demon- 
strate their “loyalty to demoncracy and 
progress” at the May Day parade on 
Sunday. 

They will assemble on the Embankment 
outside Temple tube station at 1.30. 

Last year their contingent numbered 500. 
In view of the international situation and 
conscription’ they’ expect to muster 1,000 
this year, : 


Twenty-three years ago this cartoon 
was drawn by the late Will Dyson. It 
expresses his interpretation of the in- 
troduction of Conscription in this 
country in 1916. 


Much the same interpretation is 
made today by Wilfred Wellock, who 
is reported on page 5 as stating that 
the Government’s Military Training 
Bill is inspired not so much by the 
fear of war as by a desire to see 
Britain made a Fascist State. 


Twenty-three years ago, too, Sir 
John Simon resigned from _ the 
Government as a protest against the 
introduction of conscription. 


“Do not pay Prussian militarism 
the compliment of imitating the most 
hateful of its institutions! ” he de. 
declared. 


Today Sir John is one of the “ inner 
Cabinet” which has introduced con- 
scription. 

CONSCRIPTION IN THE 
WORKSHOP NEXT? 

‘lhe above cartoon appeared on the 
cover of a pamphlet, “Conscription 
Enters the Workshop,” issued in 1916 
by the National Labour Press. Will 
industrial conscription follow military 
conscription now as it did then? See 
“A Pacifist Commentary”—back page. 
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TERRITORIALS’ 
“TIP” FOR OUR 
FIGHTING FUND 


¥ AST week, following numerous requests, 
“t we launched a Fighting Fund for 
Peace News. 


The paper is subsidized by the Peace 
Pledge Union to the extent of £750 during 
the current year. Through the Fighting 
Fund you can help to release that amount 
for some other branch of the PPU’s work. 


Among the contributions to the fund 
received during the week which ended on 
Wednesday, was an amount of 4s. 6d. from 
a London ’bus conductor. This was a 
“tip” he received from a party of Terri- 
torials who went by ’bus (on private hire) 
to their training ground. 

A conductor (a pacifist) doubted whether 
he ought to have accepted the job of con- 
ducting such a party, but the doubts 
“ cleared like magic” when he hit upon the 
idea of sending the resulting tip to our 
Fighting Fund. 

You may not receive “tips” from Terri- 
torials, but you can send something to our 
Fighting Fund just the same. Here are the 
amounts received so far: 
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Acknowledged last week 

F. W. Crawford, Brighton 

Chas. A. Earl, Farncombe 

Mrs. Joan Farjeon, St. John’s Wood 
Hope Gill, Bournemouth 

Phil Richards, Cardiff 

Alex McCann, Birkenhead 

E. D. Henley, Wanstead 

D. Hales, Norwich 

“Four Optical Pacifists,” Twickenham 
“Modest Sum,” N.6 

“A Leatherhead Reader” 

N. White, Congleton 

E. White, Coalville 

C T. Parish, Quinton 

K Tyldesley, Tyldesley 

“Bus Conductor,” Muswell Hill 
“ Anon,” Shepherd's Bush 

Mr. and Mrs. Marshall, Chiswick 
“A PPU Member” 

J. B. Holman, Tunbridge Wells 
F. M_ Beach, S.W.16 
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£10 8 


Donations of any size will be welcomed and 
acknowledged in Peace News. Cheques and 
postal orders should be made payable to Peace 
News, Ltd.—and not to the Peace Pledge Union 
—and should be addressed to 3 Blackstock Road, 
London, N.4. 


Methodist Leader Backs 
Christian Unity Plea 


Expressing “profound satisfaction” at 
the recent appeal by the Archbishop of Can- 
terbury to the Pope for united Christian 
action, Dr. W. Lansdell Wardle, president 
of the Methodist Church in Great Britain, 
says in a statement: 

“Faced with the emergence in world politics 
of Powers which not only trample upon the 
finest things the civilization of man has pro- 
duced, but also assert in set terms the desira- 
bility of war, the acceptance of force as the final 
arbiter of all disputes, and the subordination of 
religion to the worship of the State, the followers 
of the Prince of Peace might by such common 
action proclaim their complete rejection of such 
doctrines and their absolute loyalty to their 
common master.” 
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MEAT EATING INVOLVES CRUELTY ! 


Why not try The Vegetarian Way? 
Free literature, including Recipes, from 
THE VEGETARIAN SOCIETY, 
57, Princess Street, Manchester, 2 


Read— 
THE FRIEND 


THE QUAKER WEEKLY 
regularly 


Two items in the MAY 5 issue. 


"An Open Letter to Young 


Men of 20-21 "’ 
and 


‘Quakers and Compulsory 


Military Service, 1916-1919" 


PRICE THREEPENCE EVERY FRIDAY from 
your bookstall or newsagent, or 33d. by post 
from The Publishers, The Friend, 19, Cursitor 
Street, London, E.C.4. 


Death of M.P. Who Would 


Not Fight 


Mr. MORGAN JONES 


AR resisters, old and young, must have 

mourned the passing of Morgan Jones, MP 
for Caerphilly, whose death was briefly referred 
to in Peace News last week, and who was buried 
at Golders Green last Thursday. 

Morgan Jones was one of the earliest members 
of the war-time No Conscription Fellowship, and 
threw himself completely inte the work of the 
Fellowship. 

In his late twenties he was drawn with fair 
speed into the cruel machine which had been 
set up carrying out the conscience clauses of 
the Military Service Acts. 

Despite his fine personal record, his manifest 
integrity, and the obvious fact that he was just 
the sort of man for whom the clauses had been 
framed, Morgan Jones went through the most 
acute persecution from the moment he entered 
the grip of the military authorities until almost 
the end of the War. He bore it all in a manner 
which won him the respect and the affection of 
everybody who believes in and admires loyalty 
to sovereign conviction. 

But the end of the War did not see the end 
of his tribulations. Many who had known him 
in the old days, but had become afflicted with 
the military mind, had already withdrawn their 
friendship and continued to deny it to him. 

He was refused reinstatement as a teacher: 
even some of his own associates in the Baptist 
connexion “cut” him, and for a while he 
worked as a colliery labourer. It was, in fact, 
two or three years after the end of the War 
before he was able to enter into his normal 
way of life. 

Then the change came so suddenly as to be 
astonishing. In 1921 he was elected as Labour 
MP for his native division of Caerphilly 
(Glargorgan), which he continued to represent 


until his death, and occupied high offices in and 
out of Parliament. 

He was a member of the Government Com- 
mission investigating West Indian problems 
when he was taken ill and had to return home. 
He never really rallied and died only a few 
weeks after this enforced end to his labours, 
worn out, beyond question, in the service of his 
fellow men, at the age of 53. 

Morgan Jones was one of those men of whom 
all spoke well because they could do no other. 


GEORGE A. GREENWOOD 


Children’s Peace Message 
to the World 


On May 18 Welsh children will, for the 
eighteenth year, read a peace message to 
the children of the world, during a peace 
service to be broadcast from Canaan Chapel, 
Maesteg, Glamorgan. 

In the message they will say, “More than 
ever the world needs what we alone can 
give—the confidence and the comradeship 
of youth,” and they will dedicate themselves 
afresh “to the service of our fellows in ever- 
widening circles.” 

May 18 is known as Good Will Day be- 
cause on that date in 1899 a conference of 
governments was held at The Hague. 
Though no more successful than many later 


conferences, it was the first official confer- 
ence held to discuss peace with no direct 
relation to any war. 

The BBC has for years arranged a special 
programme for the Children’s Hour on 
May 18; this year the special programme 
from the Welsh station will begin in the 
Children’s Hour at 5 p.m. 


DUKE OF WINDSOR 
BACKS PEACE 
APPEAL 


The Duke of Windsor is among those who 
have indicated their support for the 
Catholic Herald’s appeal for a peace confer- 
ence to which the world’s statesmen would 
come “with clean slates, prepared to think 
in terms of the real good of the people 
whose destinies they hold in their hands.” 

“This Catholic appeal,” states the Duke’s 
letter, “cannot fail to recommend itself to many 


millions, irrespective of creed, race, or political 
doctrine.” 


Other supporters include Lord Hailsham, the 
Archbishop of York, Mr. H. A. L. Fisher, Lord 
Elton, Mr. Hugh Walpole, Lord Russell of Kill- 
owen, Dame Marie Tempest, Prebendary Carlile, 
and the Rev. J. R. Campbell. 


The Catholic Herald’s appeal was reported in 
Peace News a fortnight ago. 


Catholic Leaders’ Appeal 


for Peace 


A statement ordering that prayers for 
peace shall be offered in every church in 
the country has been drawn up by the 
Roman Catholic Hierarchy of England and 
Wales. The statement adds: 


“We deplore and condemn the spirit of 
violence which possesses the world and the 
hatred that inspires outrages and the use of 
force in place of reason, justice, and charity. .. 
The fate of millions of men, women, and 
children depends on the will of rulers and 
statesmen. Let our petition be earnestly offered 
to the Spirit of Truth and Love that the hearts 
of all leaders of nations be turned to feelings of 
humanity and thoughts of harmony.” 


Conscientious Objectors and_ the 
Military Training Bill 


headquarters have received many inquiries from pacifists 


Dyer the past week Peace News and Peace Pledge Union 


throughout the country for advice on the attitude they should 
adopt toward the Government’s conscription proposals. 


While we feel, as Mr. Lansbury stated in our last issue, and as 
Stuart Morris repeated at the “ Under 25’s” meeting on Monday, 
that it is not desirable to pronounce for or against any particular 
attitude—such necessarily being a matter of individual conscience 
—we believe that we may be able to help others to reach a sound 
decision by examining briefly the main clauses of the Military 


Training Bill, the second reading 


of which will be on Monday next. 


We do so here in the form of answers to questions typical of 


those we have been receiving. 


Q. What is the purpose of the Military 
Training Bill? 

A. To create a Conscript Army estima- 
ted to amount to some 200,000 men—to be 
called Militiamen. 

Q. Who is affected? 

A. Every miale British subject “ ordin- 
arily resident” in England, Wales, and 
Scotland, who is between the ages of 20 and 
21. 

Q. Just exactly what do the Government 
propose to do? 

A. First they are going to compile a 
register of all affected. Then they will call 
the men to the colours, or, if they are 
exempted on conditions, tell them what 
alternative work they must do. There is 
a clause allowing for complete, unqualified 
exemption, but we'll deal with that later. 

Q. Is it compulsory to be registered? 

A. Yes. But there are to -be two 
registers kept by the Minister of Labour: 
one, to be called “the military training 
,register ” ; the other, to be reserved for con- 
scientious objectors. You will be notified 
par when and where to present your- 
self. 

Q. But if I conscientiously object to be- 
ing compulsorily registered, what then? 

A. The Bill makes it quite clear that 
everyone affected must, “while he is be- 
tween the ages of 20 years and 21 years... 
at such time and place as may be notified 
by the Minister ... make in the prescribed 
manner application to be so registered and 
furnish the prescribed particulars about 
himself.” Any person “ who fails to com- 
ply ... shall be liable on summary convic- 
tion to a fine not exceeding £5.” And after 
you have been fined your name will be 
put on the register, anyway ; in the special 
conscientious objectors’ register, if you 
desire. 

Q. On what ground may I apply to be 
registered in the register of conscientious 
objectors? 


Ze On the ground that you conscien- 
tiously object. 


“(a) to be registered in the military 
training register, or 

“(b) to undergo military training, or 

“(c) to performing combatant duties.” 

The mere application secures provisional 
entry in the register of conscientious 
objectors. Those who do this must then 
“in the prescribed manner ” make applica- 
tion to a local tribunal that will in due 
course be set up. Each applicant must state 
to which of the three actions given above 
(perhaps all of them!) he cannot consent on 
grounds of conscience. If he does not make 
this application he will be placed on the 
military training register and will, of 
course, be in due time called up. The 
applicant’s travelling expenses will be paid. 


Q. How will the tribunal be composed? 

A. “Local tribunals,” says the Bill, 
“ shall consist of a chairman and four other 
members appointed by the Minister. The 
chairman shall be a county court judge, or, 
in the case of a local tribunal for a district 
in Scotland, a sheriff or sheriff-substitute.” 


Q. And what will happen when the 
objector comes before this body? 

A. The objector will be called on to tel! 
why he has objected. If he cares, he can 
be represented by a lawyer, or a friend, or 
anyone competent to state his case for him. 


Q. And the verdict? 

A. The tribunals are given by the Bill a 
choice of four verdicts. 

If they are satisfied with the “ case for the 
defence ” they can direct: 

First: “that the applicant shall, without 
conditions, be finally registered in the 
register of conscientious objectors ”; 

or 

Second: “that he shall be conditionally 
registered in that register, the condition 
being that he must engage in, and perform 
some work designated ... as being, in the 
opinion of the tribunal, of national impor- 
tance”; 


or 
..Third: “that he shall be registered in the 


military training register as a person liable 
to be employed only in non-combatant 
duties.” 

On the other hand, if they reject the 
application for exemption, they shall direct 

Fourth: “that he shall be registered, 
without qualification in the military train- 
ing register.” 

It is worth noting that most of the morn- 
ing newspapers which carried the text of 
the Bill and comments on it seemed to be 
unaware of the first verdict given above. 
It is quite clearly stated in the Bill that 
complete exemption may be granted by the 
tribunal, if they are satisfied by the 
evidence given. 

Q. Suppose the tribunal decide, partly 
or wholly, against the objector. What 
then? 

A. What are called “appellate tribunals” 
—consisting of a barrister or solicitor as 
chairman and two others appointed by the 
Minister—are to be set up to hear appeals. 
Well-informed quarters say that there will 
be two: one in London, the other in 
Edinburgh. If the decision of the local 
tribunal has been unanimous, the objector 
can only appeal to the appellate tribunal 
by permission of either the local or the 
appellate tribunals. “The determination 
of a local tribunal or of the appellate 
tribunal shall be final.” If the decision has 
been by a majority, there will be some pro- 
cedure by which the objector may appeal 
to the appellate tribunal. 

Q. Is there any provision for exemption 
on medical grounds? 

A. Yes—but conscientious objectors 
may not avail themselves of this privilege, 
according to the Bill. Only those who first 
enrol on the military training register may 
apply for exemption on health grounds. 

It is expected that calling-up notices will 
be sent as soon as the Bill has become law 
and the necessary regulations has been 
issued—probably during the week after 
next. 


Week by week, as the situation 
develops, “Peace News” will be 
carrying reports of the progress of 
opposition to conscription through- 
out the country and further informa- 
tion and advice to those liable to be 
called upon to serve. 

Order your copy from your news- 
agent NOW so that you may have 
what help others can give you in 
your stand for freedom of con- 
science, whatever form that might 
take. And see that others get the 
information by securing the widest 
possible circulation for the paper. 
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PEACE NEWS 


| How They Resisted in 1916 


THREE EXAMPLES OF 
CONSCIENTIOUS 
OBJECTION 


One Refused Alternative Service, 


Jailed: Another 


Did Work on 


the Land: A Third Was Sentenced 


to Death 


OR those who may be called 


in France 


up when conscription is enforced 


and who intend to resist military training the experience of 
pacifists during the Great War will be of particular interest. 
We have therefore collected contributions dealing with their 
war-time experiences from representatives of the various types of 
conscientious objectors of that time. 


They include an “ absolutist 


” on religious grounds; an objector 


who accepted alternative service; and one who was sentenced to 


death for refusal to obey military orders. 


We hope to publish in 


succeeding issues a further selection of statements by war-time CO’s. 


An “‘Absolutist” in Prison 


LEFT school in December, 1915, when I 
was nearly 19, and was engaged in two 
terms’ student-teaching at a Quaker Board- 
ing School when the Military Service Act 
came into force. 

I stated my objections to military ser- 
vice on religious grounds before the Local 
Tribunal, and pointed out that the teaching 
for which I was training was work of 
national importance. This Tribunal only 
granted me a _ non-combatant certificate 
and so I appealed. 

The Appeal Tribunal was prepared to allow 
me to go on teaching, but only under certain 
conditions which the Act allowed them to lay 
down; in other words, I was to be fitted into the 
national war-time machine as the Government 
wished, and this I refused to be. I was left then 
with a certificate which exempted me from 
service with a fighting regiment, but which gave 
the military authorities power to draft me to the 
newly-formed non-combatant corps. 

In due course came my calling-up notice and, 
as I did not answer to this, the local police, who 
were friendly dispased towards the school. 
notified us of the date when they would arrest 
me. The constable who was detailcd for the task, 
obviously disliked it, and two prefects were 
allowed to take in my dinner to the police 
station. Later a military escort arrived and I 
departed to Warley Barracks in Essex, and so to 
the non-combatant corps at Newhaven. 


REFUSED TO OBEY 


Here there were others who like myself 
had a NCC certificate but had no intention 
of accepting it, and when after a day or 
two a military order was given, we had only 
to refuse it to find ourselves in the guard- 
room in Newhaven Fort. 

A court-martial sentence of six months 
sent us to Lewes Civil Prison, though it was 
not till the last moment that we knew 
whether that was our destination or the 
Military Detention Barracks, under which 
type of imprisonment many of the earlier 
conscientious objectors suffered cruelly. 

By the beginning of August, 1916, the Govern- 
ment was becoming concerned over the number 
of CO’s on its hands, and decided to make 
concessions. 

From prisons all over the country we were 
drafted in batches to Wormwood Scrubs for two 
nights. long enough for us to face the Central 
Tribunal which was empowered to re-hear our 
objections. Back in our respective prisons, we 
wondered what the outcome would be, and the 
answer presently came. 


HOME OFFICE SCHEME 


One by one we were taken before the 
Prison Governor and offered the Home 
Office Scheme; by acceptance of this, we 
agreed to do quarrying, tree-felling, road- 
making, or work similar to prison occupa- 
tions under conditions less restricted than 
prison. 

Many of our men gladly accepted, fecling that 
they could thereby remain loyal to their prin- 
ciples; they had made their protest in barrack 
or gulard-room or prison, and had forced the 
Government to make concessions. Others of us 
felt that in accepting “the Scheme” we could 
not remain loyal to our principles; we should 
be helping to make the Military Service Act 
work and this we were not prepared to do. And 
so we refused and; as “ Absolutists.” spent the 


next 24 years going from-prison to the compara- 


tive freedom of camp to the guard-room after 
refusal of orders and so back to prison. 


EFFECT ON OTHERS 


My home-folk were sometimes asked, 
“What good is he doing in prison; why 
doesn’t he do something?” It seemed to 
me that I was doing something, in thus 
maintaining my stand for freedom of con- 
science. Moreover my experience among 
soldiers and prison warders then, and in 
discussion at college and elsewhere after 
the War, is that people seemed to appreci- 
ate the absolutist position where an inter- 
mediate course did not appeal to them. 

A deserting soldier in a guard-room at the 
Tower urged me to stick it out; he wished he 
could do the same. A fellow undergraduate who 
had served in the ranks all through the War was 
surprisingly understanding when I said that for 
me there had been no choice between prison and 
the trenches (though, as I said. I knew that I 
had not suffered physically as he). My belief, 
based on religious conviction, is that not only is 
the whole method of war contrary to the spirit 
of Christ’s teaching, but that to allow the State 
to dictate to the individual his place in a war- 
machine (whether in war or peace) is a violation 
of the God-given rights of personality. 

The freedom that we claim is not freedom from 
responsibility for our fellows, but freedom to 
serve humanity, in the widest sense, in the way 
that God usks of us, and where we allow the 
State to dictate our work of national importance 
we run the risk of surrendering our loyalty to 


the service of Gad. 
Philip Radley 


“ Alternative Service” 


Man’s View 


BEFORE I had occasion to face the per- 

sonal challenge of conscription in 1916 
I had had to consider the challenge of war 
itself. 

The war with which it seemed to me I 
was—or ought to be—concerned was (as it 
still is) a war “not against flesh and blood,” 
nor even against bombs or bayonets with 
like weapons but with “the potentates of 
the dark present, the spirit-forces of evil 
in the heavenly sphere.” 

The armoury for such a struggle is set 
forth, not with shallow sentimentality but 
with mystic and very practical detail to- 
ward the end of the Apostle Paul’s letter 
to the Ephesian Church. Amongst other 
things, we are bidden to “hold our 
ground,” to “tighten the belt of truth,” 
and to “take the Spirit as our sword (that 
is, the word of God).” Are not these the 
very weapons which are in danger of being 
quickly discarded at the call of vested 
interest, respectable convention, “love of 
country” and threat of war? 


A COMMON CONVICTION 


In so far as human machinery could do 
anything worth while, I was and am con- 
vinced that it must be by redress of griev- 
ances and re-construction in the economic 
even more than in the political sphere 
(though they are not unconnected) and not 
by the organization of human beings for 


the bombing and destruction of one 
another. 

That conviction I shared with my “ absolutist” 
friends, for whose opinions I had great respect 
and for whose witness and example I was grate- 
ful. But I had no such personal sense of voca- 
tion as would have enabled me to say: “I am 
prepared to draw leases, conveyances and estate 
duty accounts, but not to hoe potatoes or ‘muck 
out’ cattle-sheds in our present sub-Christian 
system.” 


WORK AS FARM LABOURER 


So when the Army authorities, tired of 
courts-martial and less actuated than the 
Tribunals by fear and_ sentimentality, 
allowed me to work as a farm labourer as 
a member of the General Service Section 
of the Friends’ Ambulance Unit, I escaped 
the hospitality in gaol which I had been 
expecting to get. 

I did not and do not argue that this is the point 
at which every peacemaker must draw the line. 
And there is a ministry of reconciliation amongst 
ourselves as well as for the aching, non-pacifist 
word. 

IT have never been in love with the phrase 
“alternative service,” but it seemed to me to be 
the simple and loyal thing to do the work. 


F. A. Carlton Smith 


Disobeyed Orders in 
France 


f“ONSCRIPTION is not quite the same 

this time, because in 1916 war had 
been going on for more than eighteen 
months and we knew it meant conscription 
for war. 

The Military Service Act came into force 
on March 2, 1916, and affected all unmarried 
men aged eighteen to forty inclusive. At 
that date all these men were deemed to 
be soldiers. 

The Act provided three exemptions: 

1. Work of national importance: i.e., export 
work, paid Ministers of religion, and those indis- 
pensable in business. 

2. Exemption from combatant work: A Non- 
Combatant Corps was formed to which nearly all 
conscientious objectors were relegated, and many 
felt thev could accept this. 

3. Absolute exemption: The latter was only 
granted to less than 100 in all the country. 


ON-COMBATANT CERTIFICATE 
REFUSED 


Tribunals were set up to judge all cases. 
There was a difference of opinion as to 
whether we should appeal before these 
tribunals. The points of view were: 

1, That no body of men could judge if a man 
was a genuine conscientious objector; and 

2. That to appeal was to advertise the idea 
that the war method of settling disputes is alto- 
gether immoral and an ineffective way of decid- 
ing the right or wrong of a dispute. 

I was tried on March 23, and found it a 


terrible ordeal. I was offered a Non- 
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Combatant Certificate which I refused to 
accept and against which the military 
representative appealed. There was an 
Appeal Tribunal, to which either man or 
military representative could take the case. 


I appeared before this body at the Guild- 
hall, Westminster, on April 11, the result 
being that the Non-Combatant Certificate 
was confirmed. I had made it clear that 
I would not accept this and would refuse 
to have anything to do with the military 
in any way. 

I was arrested on May 25 and tried at the 
Magistrates’ Court in Tottenham, along with 
drunks and deserters and the rest. With others 
I was handed over to a military escort ‘and taken 
to Mill Hill Barracks where, after refusing to 
give particulars of myself beyond name, and age, 
I was taken to the guard room. We had some 
rough treatment here. 

I daresay the military found us a nuisance, 
though we made a point that we had nothing 
against officers and men, but we believed all 
militarism to be wrong and would disobey every 
order except that which affected our health. 


The next day we were taken to Seaford, where 
we were told they had had no trouble with CO’s. 
There was a fairly large number of men who 
had accepted non-combatant certificates there 
and some were a bit uneasy about it too. 


TAKEN TO FRANCE 


We were told all our crimes would be 
wiped out if we obeyed a bugle call, but we 
refused and were taken to the guardroom 
where we found a lot more COs. We 
filled guard room and cells. 


Next day, Saturday, particulars were 
taken for court martial. 

On the Monday we were told we were to be 
taken to France and if we would not go willingly 
we would be handcuffed with hands behind our 
backs and taken by escort. This was done. 


We entrained for Southampton and were taken 
over to Le Havre. On board the ship we found 
sixteen other CO’s from Richmond. Later on we 
were all put in one Company. 


DEATH PENALTY 


We eventually found ourselves at Bou- 
logne, where we were told that unless we 
obeyed orders we should receive the 
extreme penalty. We were also told that 
an earlier batch of COs had been shot a few 
days before we arrived. (We found after- 
wards that this was untrue.) 


We refused to obey orders and were com- 
mitted to Field General Court-Martial, by 
which we were sentenced to death, the 
sentence being commuted to ten years 
penal servitude. 

We were taken to Winchester Prison and in a 
few days found work we had been given to do 
was military work. We refused to do it and 
were punished twice, then the work was changed. 
Later on we were taken to Maidstone Prison. 

We were released on April 13, 1919, except one 
man, who had come later than we did and who 
had not served a two-year sentence. 


Fred J. Murfin 
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PEACE NEWS 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


May 5, 1939 


Readers’ Opposition to Conscription 


Pacifists and A.R.P.. 


Has Britain been worried into accept- 
a ing similar methods of “ preventing ” 
w..- as those practised by the Continental 
nations? The result they have achieved 
should be enough to keep Britain from par- 
ticipating in their ideas on this matter of 
conscription. 

What fills those nations is expressed in 
their very action. Overpowering fear. 
Fear that they will be caught unprepared 
for—war. 

So the story continues. Millions are 
spent in preparation to crush their neigh- 
bours. Millions which should be spent in 
aiding them and helping them to a better 
basis of understanding. 

Preparation for war, and conscription is 
such, can only lead to war. + 

As one who is affected by the suggested 
measures, I can only voice my opinion 
quietly and feel that it is the opinion of 
many others. 

I feel that there is yet time to create a 
more friendly atmosphere; which will not 
be gained by attempting to frighten the 
German nation. 

War is a crime against God and 
humanity. Conscription is preparation 
for war. It is therefore wrong. Evil cannot 
result in good. 

Let us awake to the folly of our move- 


ments while there is yet time. 
ARNOLD DANELS, 
Sevenoaks Branch Peace Pledge Union. 
35 London Road, Sevenoaks. 


Truth-loving people must be weary of 
this war propaganda that is plastered 
across the face of England. Could not the 
Peace Pledge Union organize a demonstra- 
tion against conscription, and denounce 


this hideous wrong that is nearly upon us? 
H. JEMMETT. 


9 The Glebe, Blackheath, London, S.E.3. 


Now that conscription has come in a 
limited form to start with I think Peace 
News should adopt a bolder and more 


_ aggressive attitude in its articles and 


posters so as to give encouragement to the 
young men who are in danger of having 
their feelings stifled by opinions of others 


not touched by conscription as yet. 
J. C. SWAN. 
943 The Drive, Hove, Sussex. 


In disguise perhaps the Military Training 
Bill will prove a blessing to pacifist 
England. 

Undoubtedly at this moment a large body 
of opinion, erstwhile apathetic, has been 
shaken into a rude awareness of what war 
preparation implies. The once theoretical 
argument embodied in the generalization 
that the means determine the end—that by 
fighting for liberty you must destroy it— 
has become a_ partially demonstrated 
axiom. 

The present is the time for a lead to be 
taken from somewhere. The Peace Pledge 
Union can take it. Never before in the 
history of the pacifist movement has a 
peacetime opportunity so great as this one 
presented itself, and thousands who once 
were indifferent or sceptical toward paci- 
fism must have been made now aware of 
the fallacy underlying the belief that 


*’modern warfare can be waged upon a 


democratic basis. 

Pacifists have, however, not only a more 
receptive public to deal with, but have had 
a new weapon (horrible word!) thrust into 
their hands. The opportunity for per- 
suasion by example now, within this 
country, has arrived, and it is for all peace 
organizations to make certain that the 
potential propaganda value of the twenty- 
year old conscientious objector (who re- 
fuses national service) is exploited to the 
utmost. 

Unhampered by .the trammels of com- 
promise and muddled, manceuvred ideo- 
logy, pacifism will be able to demonstrate 
clearly and pace: that ee and 

i th, siamese twins. 
force are, in tru ET ette 

15 Grand Parade Mansions, 

Muswell Hill, London, N.10. 
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May I appeal to the Peace Pledge Union 
leaders to take the initiative and act now. 


I should like to suggest: ’ 

1, Every member writing to the Premier, his 
MP, and as many papers as possible demanding 
that our Government follow up Hitler’s speech 
and quickly solve the Danzig and Polish corridor 
question, and give economic and colonial justice 
to Germany at once, accompanied by at least a 
dalt in the_arms race.. 
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I HAVE enjoyed seven happy and 
active years in the Boy Scout 
movement, and I therefore deplore 
the growing militaristic tendency 
among the movement's leaders, 


The promise a Scout makes places 
his duty to God before his duty to his 
King, and where the two loyalties 
conflict, I can see no reason why the 
Scout should be expected to reverse 
this order. 

I cannot understand how such an 
international movement, with its 
great and inspiring international 
Jamborees can for one moment con- 
sider any sort of participation in war- 
fare. The aim of the leaders of the 
movement seems to be toward the 
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tion. If we do not get conscription abolished, 
the peace movement will be conscripted, age- 
group by age-group and opposition to war will 
vanish. Everyone should join the No Conscrip- 
tion League (17 Prescot Street, London, E.1), 
and get his group to affiliate. 

3. Engage in more public activities which bring 
our cause into the news. For example, all meet- 
ings of Rev. Elliot's Prayer and Service League 
should be covered, especially with Christian 
Pacifist literature, and there should be increased 
open-air work, especially big demonstrations. 

4. Put up a pacifist candidate for the Caer- 
philly division. 

5. A great increase in the number of pacifist 
letters to the press. . 

6. A nation-wide campaign along the lines of 
Kenneth Wray’s plan 

“ ACTION.” 


The Peace Pledge Union has always 
opposed the formulation of a definite policy, 
other than the refusal of active participa- 
tion in war. I agree that the final decision 
on points of conduct must rest with the 
individual, but there are many of us who, 
at critical moments, would be helped in 
making that decision by some suggestion 
from headquarters as to the attitude of the 
Sponsors and other members. 

The introduction of military conscription 
is just such a critical time for the PPU and 
for its youngest members. It may be the 
opportunity for a demonstration of pacifist 
strength and solidarity ; or it may be met 


by compromises or unsupported sacrifices. 

I am not asking for a definite ruling, but I 
should like to make two suggestions: 

(a) That members be asked to write to head- 
quarters, giving details of age, occupation, &c., 
and the stand they are prepared to make against 
ccnscription. 

(b) That 2 committee should be formed to 
draw up from this information, a Pacifist 
National Register, and to advise on the lines of 
resistance that may be most effective. In other 
words, we want a co-ordinating body, to make 
the utmost use of sacrifices that may be made. 


DAVID T. B. POPE. 
Hawkwood, Shenfield Road, Brentwood, Essex. 


Hardly anything is being done to 
influence young people toward pacifism at 
a time when their minds are being made 
up concerning their outlook on life, whereas 
other “isms,” such as Communism and 
Fascism, have realized the importarice of 
“catching ’em young,” and have done their 
utmost to influence the “under twenties.” 

I would, therefore, urge that a Pacifist 
Youth Movement be formed under the 
auspices of the Peace Pledge Union to deal 
with this problem, which in view of the 
conscription measure has become very 
urgent. 

The attitude of the Scout Movement, 
which is the largest single youth movement 
in the country, without being deliberately 
anti-pacifist, certainly does not encourage 
it; and so it will be seen that unless there 
is some organization to set the pacifist point 
of View before young people, they will 
probably never think about it at all. 


AUDREY W. M. LOCK. 
144 Sutton Court Road, London, W.4. 
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Pacifism in the Scout 
Movement 
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with no apologies to Adolf Hitler! 
BEN E. OWEN 
(late 171st North London Troop 
of Boy Scouts). 
11 Fallowfield Avenue, Hall Green, 
Birmingham, 28. 


I am amazed at the action taken by 
the Scout Movement in the case of 
Patrol Leader Maurice Fuzzard. It 
seems to me that all members of the 
Peace Pledge Union who are connec- : 
ted in any way with the Scouts should 
write a letter of protest to the Head- 
quarters (25 Buckingham Palace 
Road, London, S.W.1), and also 


approach local officials on the subject. 
Cc. N. LAWRENCE 
(ex-Patrol Leader, 


(UHI 


a 4th W. Bridgford Troop). : 
establishment of a British “ Jugend,” “ Rosemount,” Marley Lane, Battle, Sussex. : 
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This letter is primarily addressed to 
pacifist “ die-hards”” who will take a clear 
and uncompromising stand in opposition to 
the authorties “on principle,” and on the 
assumption that whatever the Government 
asks them to do must be wrong and there- 
fore must be resisted to the full. This 
attitude has already been adopted by mem- 
bers of the Peace Pledge Union in con- 
nexion with ARP and, if I remember 
rightly, the consequences have in certain 
instances been rather unfortunate for the 
well-meaning individ. us concerned. 

Now, I would like to suggest to the 
Sponsors and members of the PPU that this 
uncompromising position is not only 
foolishly negative, but actually dangerous 
in the state of affairs that seems to be 
developing in this country. This policy 
would be still more dangerous if officially 
backed by the PPU, for in taking up such 
a negative attitude of resistance to ARP or 
National Service of any kind a PPU mem- 
ber would be on extremely doubtful moral 
ground. 

We cannot deny we are members of a 
community with mutual obligations, and 
even if we disagree with most of our 
fellows who think (or are fooled into think- 
ing) that certain actions are necessary in 
the national interest, yet we are not thus 
made free of all obligation to assist in ways 
consistent with our conscience. 

To refuse to assist in preparation for, or in the 
actual, evacuation of school children (no matter 
how much we may dislike the reasons for such 
a proceeding) is hardly defensible on moral 
grounds. And to inform a military tribunal 
that you intend to do absolutely nothing would 
place the objector in a precarious position unless 
he could point out: “I won’t bear arms—that is 
quite definite—but I will consent to do so and so, 
and so and so...” 

This attitude is quite right, clear, and morally 
defensible, and does not provoke the quite justfi- 
able charge of unswerving negation, and even 
rebellious and unconstitutional opposition. If the 
defendant’s alternative suggestions for more 
humanitarian service are unacceptable to the 
authorities, then the objector has nevertheless 
proved his will to serve, and otherwise uncom- 
promising resistance is then completely in order 
in the circumstances. 

I would even go so far as to suggest to the PPU 
that if they wish to continue their useful exist- 
ence, they should adopt officially the policy out- 
lined here, and refuse to support more extreme 
unconstitutional resistance to the authorities. This 
is a point that will become increasingly important 
as time goes on, and I believe the very existence 
of the Union may be threatened unless this policy 
receives serious consideration. 

L. J. JOHNSON. 

46 Mill Lane, Liverpool, 13. 


With regard to the pressing question of con- 
scription, many anti-conscriptionists fee) that a 
few isolated individuals going to prison will have 
little effect, and that a large collective movement 
is necessary. May I suggest the formation of an 
anti-conscription movement in which its members 
would declare that they would be prepared to go 
to gaol on condition that a specific number of 
others would do likewise, say, for instance 20,000. 
The number would not be less than would be 
required to upset the Government's schemes. 

This seems to me the only practical solution at 


present. 
P. C. OSMOND. 
29 Leinster Avenue, East Shean, S.W.14. 


OWING to the very heavy correspondence on Conscription (of which we are 


only able to publish a selection) we regret we cannot give space to a large 


number of other letters received. 


R. REGINALD SORENSEN’S letter 
~*" on pacifists and ARP in last week’s 
Peace News dealt with an extremely press- 
ing problem. “Should pacifists,” he asks, 
“refuse to co-operate in ARP work, when 
by so doing they disorganize the efforts of 
a majority who believe such work to be 
necessary?” He argues that as most paci- 
fists would be willing to save life by all 
means in their power in wartime, it is only 
right to be prepared by suitable training. 

This attitude, which is constantly being 
put forward, seems to me sheer muddled 
thinking. It is the argument used by mili- 
tarists since war was first invented, and 
unless we think out owr position more 
clearly. our cause will almost certainly be 
ost. 

As pacifists we believe that war is the 
wong way to settle international disputes. 
The Government, however, which does the 
actual deciding whether the country shall 
go to war or not, believes just the opposite. 
As long as people support it in its war pre- 
parations, therefore, it will continue its 
present course, and each person who gives 
assent to those preparations has a share in 
the responsibility, should war ensue. Our 
object in refusing to co-operate is to show 
the Government (indirectly) that we will 
not take a share of responsibility for this 
greatest of all evils; and in this respect it 
matters not one jot whether the work of 
preparation is in the form of ARP or un- 
disguised military training. 

Certainly, if war does break out, we 
shall lack training. That is the inevitable 
price of our philosophy; it is the result of 
putting trust in place of fear, and is the 
only way to bring about friendly relation- 
ships both in personal and international 
dealings. 

Whether we would be willing to train 
in ambulance and rescue work once a war 
had started has nothing to do with our 
present attitude to organized préparations; 
our duty at present is to show the world 
that war is wrong and that we, at least, 
will not share the responsibility for its 


outbreak. 
F. T. FARMER. 


11 Park Avenue, Chelmsford, Essex. 


May I as one of the people on whose 
behalf representations have been made to 
Mr. Sorensen re ARP dismissals, reply 
through your columns to his letter which 


appeared in Peace News last week? 

He seemg to have a rather muddled view of 
the matter. It appears by his letter that he 
believes pacifists who have come under this ARP 
axe have requested or demanded their employers 
not to take precautions for the benefit of their 
staff. The questions he puts forward in his 
letter seem to me to be completely irrelevant 
to the whole case. 

Speaking for myself and I expect for most of 
the others who were or are in the same boat as 
myself, it is not a matter of asking the employer 
either to do away with or to cease to adupt 
some form of protection for his staff; but that the 
pacifist, granting cthers the right of their 
opinions, wishes to be allowed this same liberty 
by refraining from taking part in ARP drill, 
which he believes in peace time is preparation 
for war and should therefcre be protested 
against by him not only in words, but also in 
actions. 

For the answers to the questions in Mr. 
Sorensen’s letter I would refer him to a 
pamphlet issued by the PPU entitled Three 
Recommendations for Members of the PPU. 

A. E. BAYNTUN, 

108 Town Road, Edmonton, London, N.9. 


In answer to Reginald Sorensen, I should like 
to say that I can see nothing inconsistent in 
refusing any war preparations (believing that 
were there no preparations, there would be no 
war) and yet being willing in wartime to do 
everything one could to protect others by 
darkening windows, &c., as he suggested. 

Trying to be consistent, I have no gas mask. 
Friends say, “You can’t realize what effect gas 
has or you wouldn't sacrifice yourself like that.” 
I answer, “Is it worse than being crucified?” 

I wonder, if we women all refused to have 
masks, whether our men would agree to war, 
or whether they would all rise in a body and 
say, “No, we cannot fight and so bring suffering 
and death on our loved ones—the Government 
must use other methods of settling disputes.” [ 
can visualize such a thing happening, if only 
women had the courage. Should we not act 
individually as we would have our country act 
collectively? 

I certainly think employers should allow their 
employees freedom of conscience, realizing that 
those who refuse any preparations beforehand 
do so because they feel that were there no pre- 
parations, there would be no war. 


FLORA CALLAR., 
“Penlee,” Irby Street, Boston, Lincs. 
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PEACE NEWS 


WHY CONSCRIPTION ? 


Not Because ot War Danger, 
But a Further Step to 


Fascism in Britain, 


Says WILFRED WELLOCK 


FOLLOWING is the text of an address by 

Mr. Wilfred Wellock delivered to a 
meeting in Birmingham last Tuesday, which 
was called to discuss the conscription issue: 


WE are being asked to make a supreme 
: effort to defend our liberties, and part 
of that effort is the forfeit of the very liberty 
we are charged to defend. 


That, logically, means that we are to be- 
come Fascist in order to attack Fascism. 


Conscription is Fascism. It involves the 
subjection of the individual to the State. 
The individual is commanded to hand over 
to the State a considerable measure of con- 
trol over his life, and to prepare to do things 
against which his soul revolts, things which 
are in complete contradiction with the 
culture he has imbibed, the spirit he has 
been taught to regard as the essence of all 
that is worth achieving. 


The totalitarian mind has been creeping 
into the mind of this country increasingly 
in recent years. The larger the number of 
people who come within the clutches of the 
military machine, the less is the nation’s 
power of resistance to further encroach- 
ments on its liberty. 


Fascist Regime Needed? 


The first question I ask myself in con- 
fronting the demand for conscription of our 
youth is: What is its purpose? Is the de- 
mand inspired by a real fear of war, or by 
the possible need for a Fascist regime? 


In my considered view, the latter is the 
case. 


I do not believe there is danger of a major 
war in the near future, for the following 
reasons: 


3. Germany’s economic power over the 
small States she would like to bring com- 
pletely within her economic orbit is suffici- 
ently strong to enable her to attain her ob- 
jective without resort to war. Outside oppo- 
sition will thus cause her to choose the 
longer process of economic warfare rather 
than the shorter one of military invasion. 


2. Owing to her extensive trade com- 
mitments within and without her Empire, 
especially in countries which borrow British 
capital or buy her goods, Britain is not ina 
position to rescue the Danubian and Balkan 
States from Germany’s power. 


3. A defeat of the Fascist Powers by 
Britain and France, with the aid of Russia 
would be followed by consequences— 
revolution and Communism—which the 
former dare not contemplate. 


4. All the Balkan and Danubian States 
possess reactionary Governments, which 
would rather be swallowed up by Germany 
without a war, than by Russian Commun- 
ism after a war.” 


\ 
Purpose of Conscription 


Then what is the purpose of conscription? 


I believe it is intended to increase the 
Government’s hold upon the manhood of 
the country so that in the day of grave 
crisis—which is expected—it will be in a 
position to hold the people down and keep 
them in subjection to its will. 


When Germany, Italy and Japan have 
completed their policy of conquest, of secur- 
ing such economic monopolies as this 
country possesses, Britain will have a nar- 
rower field of markets to draw upon than 
ever in her history. Hence when the next 
slump arrives—and arrive it will—the un- 
employment situation will be far more acute 
than ever in the past. Thus strong mea- 
sures will be necessary if the Government 
is to maintain the privileges of the wealthy 
classes. 


The Government has adopted a very 
clever technique for increasing armaments 
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and intensifying the armaments race, and 
for increasing its power over the nation. It 
has used every crisis to create a war scare, 
during which it has fostered every one of 
those fatal tendencies which are driving 
mankind toward catastrophe of some kind. 
Munich was the most glaring instance. Mr. 
Chamberlain then told us that he had 
brought peace for our time. He told us that 
Herr Hitler and himself had discussed some 
of the problems which stood in the way of 
peace. But in the very next breath he 
announced new measures of war prepara- 
tion, which had the effect of completely 
shattering the hope he had raised, and of 
telling the Dictators that armaments alone 


were to be the British answer to their de- 
mands and complaints. 


In the fever of the last crisis, the Govern- 
ment has increased its military commit- 
ment to a colossal figure, made all manner 
of new demands upon the people, brought 
in a Budget with an expenditure upon 
military preparation of £630,000,000, and on 
the following day announced its decision to 
introduce a measure of conscription. 


In my belief we are now on the high road 
to Fascism 


Fascism came in Italy by way of a mili- 
tary coup. It came in Germany via propa- 
ganda and elections. If Fascism ever comes 
to this country it will do so in velvet slip- 
pers. Few will realize that the organization 
necessary to a Fascist State is here. No one 
will know of the plans the twelve Commis- 
sioners have prepared. But when the day 
of crisis arrives, we shall suddenly discover 
that the velvet slippers have been dis- 
carded and the Jack boots donned. 


Instead of asking our youth to prepare 
themselves to make war, we ought to 
demand of our statesmen that they prepare 
for peace, that they face the dangers and 
needs of the hour, the injustices, the mono- 
polies, which are oppressing many nations 
and preventing the practice of co-operation 
and the extension of good will among the 
nations. 
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Opposition Throughout 


DESPITE claims that conscription has 
been adopted in response to the pres- 
sure of public opinion, opposition to the 
Government’s scheme is widespread. It 
comes not only from peace organizations 
but from political parties, trade unions, 
local authorities, and religious bodies. 
Some of the ways in which opposition 
has found expression are reported below. 


Political Parties 


While the Labour Party has expressed its 
opposition to conscription, emphasis is being 
laid by the Government press on Labour's 
reiterated readiness “ to take all necessary steps 
to provide for the safety of the nation and the 
fulfilment of its international obligations.” 

A statement by the Independent Labour Party 
declares that “the British Government is not 
preparing to fight for democracy against 
fascism . .. condemns the Government's pro- 
posal to conscript British working-class youth 
as pawns in the sanguinary game of power 
politics, and urges the organized workers to 
oppose by every means in their power, indi- 
vidually and collectively, a measure which is a 
menace to their freedom both as citizens and as 
workers.” 

The National Council of the Scottish Socialist 
Party has called upon the Labour Party “to 
prepare machinery to give the maximum 
support to any organization which is formed for 
the purpose of opposing conscription.” The 
Women’s Committee of the Party sent a telegram 
to the Premier vigorously protesting against 
conscription. 

Manchester Young Liberals Association de- 
manded last week that the Government and the 
Premier keep their pledge to hav: no conscrip- 
tion in peace time. 

The annual general meeting of the People’s 
Peace Front in London last week adopted an 
emergency resolution declaring that “ conscrip- 
tion is a further step toward the totalitarianism 
necessary to wage modern war,” and calling for 
disarmament and the adoption of a constructive 
Pacifist policy. 


N.C.L. YOUTH SECTION 


Meanwhile th: No Conscription League, which ; 
seeks to organize resistance to conscription in 
the political sphere, has formed a youth section 
of individual members from representative 
organizations including the Peace Pledge Union, 
the Woodcraft Folk, Fabian Society, and the 
ILP Guild of Youth. Average age of the 
members is twenty; chairman is 58-year-old J. 
Seymour Spon. 

The youth section has expressed its intention 
to “organize the utmost possible opposition to 
conscription, whether it is accepted by the 
House of Commons or not.” 

A No Conscription League banner will be 
carried in the Labour Party’s May Day demon- 
Stration in London on Sunday, May 7. 

The procession will start from Victoria 
Embankment at 2.30 p.m. 

Many PPU members have already decided to 
take part, and it is hoped that branches of the 
Independent Labour Party and other affitiated 
bodies, as well as individual members, will join 
the procession with their own banners or appro- 
priate anti-conscription slogans. 

A resolution passed unanimously at a confer- 
ence held by the No Conscription League in 
Bermondsey on Saturday urged the Labour and! 
trade union movement to “oppose and resist 
the steps taken by the Government to enforce 
conscription,” and asked the General Council 
of the TUC “to make arrangements for a special 
Congress on the issue of opposition to conscrip-| 
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the Country 


tion, and to decide what action can be taken 
on the industrial field against this attempt of 
the capitalist class completely to enslave the 
working-class in the interests of imperialism.” 

The conference was attended by 223 delegates 
from trade union branches, trades councils, local 
Labour Parties, Women’s Cooperative Guilds, 
socialist societies, PPU groups, and youth organiz- 
ations. It resulted in the setting up of a Pro- 
visional Committee of the No Conscription Lea- 
gue to cover the whole of the South London area, 
which held its first meeting on Monday. 


Trade Unions 

The Scottish Trades Union Congress declared 
emphatic opposition to any form of compulsory 
military service, and called upon the Government 
to withdraw its proposal. 

Three big unions, with a combined member- 
ship of nearly 450,000—the Post Office Workers, 
the Textile Workers and the South Wales Miners’ 
Federation—expressed strong opposition to con- 
scription yesterday. 

The Post Office Workers also adopted a 
resolution against any ‘form of compulsory 
national service. 

The South Wales Miners’ Federation decided 
to ask the TUC to call a conference immediately 
to decide upon measures of resistance to con- 
scription. 


Local Authorities 
A resolution r>stesting against the introduction 
of conscription was passed by Glasgow Corpor- 
ation—by 58 votes to 43—and telegraphed im- 

mediately to the Premier 

Bermondsey Borough Council, in a resolution 
adopted unanimously, called upon “the Labour 
and trade union movement, and all those who 
would preserve the right of the individual to 
decide the form of service he will give to the 
community, to resist the attempt now being made 
to introduce this expression of fascism.” The 
council pledged “unqualified support in the fight 
-. agaiast the complete shackling of the workers 

(Continued on page 11.) 
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Why M.P. Will 
Not Ask Men 
To ‘Fight 


: PERIODICALLY I go to institutions 
where I see the blind, men without 

limbs, men who have lost their reason. 

“They went out to destroy the power of 
the Kaiser ... and today their sons are 
being told the same story—that the brutal 
dictatorship of Hitler can only be destroyed 
by the mass slaughter of humanity 
throughout the world.” 

So said John McGovern. MP, in a speech 
in Parliament on April 13. 


“OLD MEN” DECIDE 


After pointing out that the “old men” 
decided that the young men should be 
slaughtered, he said: 

“Do not imagine that the German people have 
some case to present. They went through their 
period of democratic government. They appealed 
to the people of this country to ease their burden 
and to lessen the stranglehold and poverty and 
suffering that were rampant in Germany, But 
the soulless, brutal ruling class in France and 
Britain refused to relax their hold or to allow the 
German people a place in the sun. The demo- 
cratic rulers of Germany were spurned. 

“Then came Hitler and said: ‘ Away with these 
democratic politicians; they are treated with 
contempt. Let us defy the bondholders and 
bankers of Britain and France. Let us determine 
to wrest from them the things to which we have 
a right. 


“I WILL ASK NO-ONE” 

“We are expected to mobilize the youth to 
fight. I say frankly that I am not going to ask 
any -man to fight for the ruling class of this 
country. 

“If any boy leaves ‘these shores, he does not 
leave to fight for Scotland or England or Wales, 
but to fight for our right to plunder India, 
Africa, Newfoundland and other parts of the 
word. 

“Let me say to those who propose to con- 
script the workers of this country that, theugh 
at the outset you will get a large mass of the 
people behind you, in three months they will be 
behind you in a different sense—they will be 
chasing you because of the antagonisms which 
will develop. 

“You cannot send men to the slaughter 
periodically. Old men from the British Cabinet 
cannot tell them to go out periodically and die 
for freedom. Young men want to live. 


SYSTEM BREAKING DOWN 

“Your system is going down in chaos and 
disaster. If you want the support of the people, 
declare a state of emergency, mobilize the whole 
of the wealth of the country, decare the com- 
munal ownership of the means of life, and 
eliminate selfish interests. 

“Only then can you appeal to the people on a 
a basis instead of the sham which you have 
oday.” 


Another A.R.P. 


“ Sacking ” 


A WOMAN pacifist has been discharged 
by British Celanese, Ltd., for refusing 

to take part in the firm’s ARP exercises. 

The woman, Miss Elsie Page, had been in 
the tirm’s employ for more than seven years 
and was discharged “ at a moment’s notice,” 
although she held quite a responsible posi- 
tion. 

This jis the second such case to be reported 
to Peace News in recent weeks. 


NURSES REINSTATED 
The two probationary nurses who were 
summarily dismissed from their posts at 
St. Bartholomew’s Hospital Training 
School last September for declining to be 
measured for gas masks have now been 
reinstated. 


FEDERAL UNION 
INVITES ALL PACIFISTS TO A PUBLIC MEETING 


Chairman: 


Cc. E. M. JOAD 
Speaker: 
BARBARA WOOTTON 


ADVOCATING A CONSTRUCTIVE FOREIGN 


POLICY * PACIFISTS 
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war, but promotes and encourages a constructive peace policy. 
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The Editor's Point of View 


WHY WE RESIST 


yt HETLER'S speech, whatever may be said about it, 

puts war out of the question. This makes the 
imprisonment of conscientious objectors even more 
preposterous.” There, in the message Lord Ponsonby to 
the remarkable and encouragingly large gathering of 
pacifists who discussed the Government’s conscription 
proposals in London on Monday, you have “the situation” 
in anutshell. It is time pacifists at least stopped playing 
into the hands of the reactionaries who are even now 
forcing conscription on the country’s youth by lapping 
up every scare that is put about with Hitler as the 
villain of the piece. 

It is true, of course (and is worth noting), that, for 
those whose creed is to deny to Germany on principle 
and indiscriminately everything her leaders clamour for, 
it is conscription that is the scare. For them it is a 
smokescreen obscuring the tendencies to repeat the 
history of May to September, 1938. 


There are indications that the process of handing over the 
Sudetenland to Germany that took all that time (and more) 
is, in the case of Danzig, being considerably speeded up. No 
Runciman has yet gone to Warsaw, but this country. with its 
mutual guarantee, has an even greater claim to advise Poland 
than it had to advise Czechoslovakia, though no one was Iess 
sure that an attack on the latter would “mean a world war,” 
as the less responsible elements in Poland now shriek. Nor is 
our protestation of unwillingness to influence our ally a new 
factor. 

Above all. the way is being made quite clear for some such 
mediation as was offered (or forced—according to your point 
of view--but at all events given) by this country to the parties 
in the Central European dispute last year. 

The leading article in The Times on the morning after Herr 
Hitler’s speech concluded: “ Conference, indefinite deadlock, or 
war—these are the choices before the world.” Two days later 
it was reported that that article “is generally held to have 
spoken the British mind.” Two days more (Wednesday of this 
week) and the same paper gives prominence to a long letter 
in which Lord Rushcliffe makes the cbvious and logical plea 
that the Government should not “feel that public opinion here 
would object to their attempting presently to make one more 
effort to ease the state of tension in Europe,” since no one 
aesires either of the other alternatives put forward by The 
Times, 

All that, and the further steps we may expect, will be 
denounced as favouring fascism or welcomed as pursuing peace, 
according to one’s point of view. What really matters is that— 
again, whether we like it or no—no one dare face the ghastly 
alternative, and so, in Lord Ponsonby’s words, war is put out 
of the question. 


* * * 


What, then, of conscription? Stripped of even the 
“justification” of our involvement in war, it is in its 
intention the most callous and in its incidence the most 
cowardly attack on human liberty that we have yet seen 
in this the land which its true patriots love as the freest 
jn the world. : 

That is the chief indictment against it. Not, as is mis- 
leadingly claimed, that it would compel people to defend 
their country, but that it would compel people to 
“defend” it in a way they are not convinced is an 
effective way, and would close a door (if not all the doors) 
to the spread of the conviction that it is definitely the 
most dangerous, ineffective, and wicked way and to the 
demand that “the more excellent way” of co-operation 
with and service to all men be pursued instead. 

That is the ground on which both individual and 
collective opposition to conscription in general and the 
Military Training Bill in particular will be strongest. 
The cause of the individual objector directly affected 
must, although important, be secondary to that larger 
issue. 

But if he makes that larger cause his own, the objector 
will also be on the strongest ground in making his own 
claim, under the terms of the Bill, to complete exemp- 
tion from all forms of military or semi-military service. 
It will be further strengthened if he can say that he is 
now doing work of national importance—whatever it is, 
so long as it is of importance to the life of the nation 
and not to the death of others. 

Then there are various stages at which opposition to con- 
scription as it 1s applied can be made, but upon which the 
individua! will have to make up his own mind. It is debatable, 
for example, whether registering at all, even as a CO, is not an 
unnecessary admission of the State’s right to dictate to the in- 


dividual, though to refuse would result in one’s being even more 
securely “taped” by the Government than one would be on a 
register. 

The subsequent appearance before the tribunal will be the 
chief test: will it pe 1cally fuir, or will the right to give absolute 
exemption be in effect ignored as it was in the War? It is 
certainly a hopeful thing that the tribunal chairman must this 
time be a county court judge, but it is an unfair point that the 
Minister of Labour has an absolute right of appeal from a tri- 
bunal’s decision as against an applicant's conditional right. 

Whatever tray await the objector thereafter, he must be 
assured of the fullest support of his fellow pacifists in those 
as in all other circumstances. In that, Peace News will take 
its full share, even if it has to adopt the somewhat adventurous 
methods forced on its counterpart in the Great War, when it 
would depend very largely upon the willingness of distributors 
to take risks for the sake of ensuring support of those facing 


even greater risks. 
Mumphrey 8. Moore 
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AN APPEAL TO 
WOMEN 


By MARY GAMBLE 


250 people I heard a young man from 
Poland say a very significant thing. In his 
delightful broken English he asked “ You 
English people, what we want to know is, do 
you really want peace, or do you just want to 
be left in peace? ” 
It struck me as being a question which all British 
men and women should ask themselves very seriously, 


and I even saw in it a challenge to some of us who are 
pacifists, 


A FEW months ago at a gathering of about 


As each crisis succeeds another, when, after being 
plunged into despair, hope glimmers once more on the 
horizon, the temptation to live merely in the present 
becomes very strong indeed. To think in terms of weeks 
or even days and to develop in one’s consciousness an 
idea of peace as simply a state where the horrors of war 
are not actually being enacted. Such thinking is symto- 
matic of the growing war mentality—a disease from 
which even pacifists find it very hard to be immune. 


The Peace We Want 


GOME of us reached the brink of despair in 
September last. We faced the possibility of 
seeing all that we had striven for apparently 
being blotted out by the darkness of destruction; 
but we never lost faith in the conviction that 
ultimately the pacifist ideal must succeed. 


Now the atmosphere has somewhat changed. We are 
so heartily sick of these crises that the desire “just to 
be left in peace” is insistent in its urgency. We want 
to be “left in peace” to live, we want to be “left in 
peace” to love, to go about our business, even to build 
our new world. 


I write this because over and over again I feel the 
desire so strongly in myself; but I also know, beyond 
all shadow of doubt, that the “ peace” in which I wish 
to be left is of negative quality unworthy of its very 
name. 


I know in my inner consciousness that the peace for 
which we are striving is of its very essence positive and 
that the only means to its achievement is a pacifist faith 
which embraces the whole of life—a faith which revo- 
lutionizes all my thinking, one which determines all 
my human relationships and forms the fundamental 
criterion of my attitude towards life. 


This positive peace is as far removed from the longing 
to be “left in peace ” as heaven is from hell. Real peace 
involves a willingness to pay the price necessary, the 
price demanded by justice and love. 


While writing these words I broke off to listen to the 
six o’clock news and heard of the Government’s decision 
to introduce conscription. 


This means that, in a very short time, thousands of 
young men will be called upon to pay the price de- 
manded by their pacifist faith. And I wonder if, as a 
woman, I have any right even to mention the word 
sacrifice at all. At least I will write my final words to 
others of my own sex. The very fact that the sacrifice 
demanded of us as pacifists will never be so great as 
that which men will have to face impels us to use all 
the power and energy we possess to prevent war and 
work for a real peace. 


. 


Women’s Responsibility 


PURING recent months, as I have travelled 

round to speak at meetings, I have realized 
with shame that there are many of my sex who 
will be genuinely disappointed if war does not 
come. 


Their work for ARP and the Women’s Volunteer Ser- 
vice has given them a sense of power and position which 
their somewhat useless lives hitherto lacked. 


The burden of expiating their unimaginative stupidity 
lies heavily upon us. It seems to me that at a time like 
this we can do much to combat the increasing war men- 
tality fed by press propaganda by showing others that 
we know what war really means. We know that modern 
war means the mass murder and mutilation of men, 
women and children together with the complete 
annihilation of the home. 


Years ago, when speaking at the Royal Military 
Academy at Woolwich, Ruskin addressed himself in par- 
ticular to the mothers and sisters of the young soldiers 
who were present. He said “Only by your command 
and by your permission can any contest take place 
among us... if the usual course of war, instead of 
uprooting peasants’ houses and ravaging peasants’ fields 
merely broke the china upon your own drawing room 
tables no war in civilized countries would last a week,” 


MARY GAMBLE 


The method of war has changed very much since 
Ruskin’s day. It is not likely that our cups and saucers 
will escape destruction by bombardment from the air; 
but where is the mass opposition of women to war? If 
Ruskin is right the fact that modern war is waged in 
the very homes of the people should mobilize the 
opinion of women to repudiate it utterly. 


What Could Be Done 


W E can do much to hinder the increasing war 
mentality by exposing the lie of “ defence.” 


We know that the chief business of the airman will 
be to destroy homes, not to defend them, for, to quote 
Lord Baldwin, “the only defence is in offence, which 
tneans that you have to kill women and children more 
quickly than the enemy” 


I am convinced that women (except those who are 
already dissipating all their energies in ARP, &c., and 
have succumbed to the fell germ of “ war-itis”) cannot 
contemplate with composure the wanton, senseless 
slaughter of children. Their fundamental instinct for 
creation must rise in opposition to the destruction of 
life and everything which makes life worth living. 


It is upon this conviction that I base my faith in 
women’s influence for peace. I believe there is a mass 
of opinion among women which utterly repudiates war, 
an opinion waiting to be made articulate, lying dormant 
in the inner consciousness of our sex. Tf only this 
opinion could be voiced, a tremendous power for peace 
would be released. 


Surely it would be possible for the women of England, 
of Germany, of Italy and France to be united on this 
one point—that they will oppose with all the influence 
they possess the forces of destruction being once more 
let loose upon the world. 


An Urgent Duty 


iB is so easy to write about, and all I have 
done is endeavour to form a Women’s Com- 
mittee in the Peace Pledge Union to concentrate 
on the contribution which women can make to 
peace, and I have not succeeded even in doing 
that! 


But, although I am not unaware of the tremendous 
difficulties, I am convinced that a women’s international 
pacifist movement making its impact upon civilization 
now is within the bounds of possibility. I see it as an 
urgent charge on all pacifists who are women to do 
everything in our power to spread our faith among 
others of our own sex. 


We have so often said it was easy to be a pacifist in 
England; but now the last remnant of freedom, for 
which we are told our country would fight, is being torn 
away, and, as we think of the young men who will need 
supreme courage to face the consequences of their con- 
victions let us determine that we will not be lacking in 
the courage necessary to be propagandists of a peace 
mentality. 
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Six Points for 
Objectors 


1. Watch PEACE NEWS for week-by- 
week information as it becomes available. 

2. Get CONSCRIPTION AND CON- 
SCIENCE, by John William Graham, from 
your library, and ask Messrs. Allen & 
Unwin (40 Museum Street, W.C.1) to 
reprint it in a cheap edition. 

3. Get the PEACE SERVICE WAND- 
BOOK (1d.) from the Peace Pledge Union 
(6 Endsleigh Street, W.C.1). 

4. Ask your MP to insist on fair treat- 
ment by the tribunals. 

5. If you have not already done so, 
join the Peace Pledge Union, and the No 
Conscription League (17 Prescot Street, 
E.1). 

6. Keep PEACE NEWS informed of all 
opposition in your locality, and help 
spread information by selling PEACE 
NEWS. 


Canadian M.P. 
Calls for World 


Conference 


A CALL for a world economic conference 

“ was made in the Canadian Parliament 
by Mr. P. J. Rowe, who described it as 
“spiritual blindness, mental confusion, 
business incompetence and __ political 
stupidity” to send “a whole generation of 
innocent youth out to die because we have a 
defective economic system.” 


SYSTEM AT FAULT 

The major causes of war were the mal- 
distribution of vital natural resources in 
the world and the economic system of pro- 
ducing and distributing wealth. 

“Six nations of the world,” he continued, 
“commonly known as the ‘ have nations,’ to- 
day control 75 percent of the earth’s surface 
and 85 percent of its raw materials, while 
68 other nations have to be content with 
25 percent of the earth’s surface and 15 per- 
cent of its raw materials.” 


EFFECT OF OTTAWA 


After referring to the Ottawa Agreements 
as a deadly weapon of economic warfare 
in its effect on German imports, Mr. Rowe 
said there was an underground struggle 
against the present régime in Germany. 

“Can we not do something to help these 
brave and wonderful people?” he asked. 
“Why not publicly recognize the existence 
of the just grievances and abnormalities out 
of which their present situation has arisen?” 

The calling of a world economic confer- 
ence to which the “have-not” countries 
would be invited with all others would be 
the way of reason and common sense. 


WOULD END AGGRESSION 


“What is needed is a policy of inter- 
national justice and co-operation, the ending 
of imperialism, not a struggle to determine 
which group of nations is to be its main 
beneficiaries; a system under which the 
natural resources of the world shall be made 
available for the benefit of all, not monopo- 
lies of private individuals or particular 
national groups, to be exploited in their 
own interests. 


“In such a world dictators could not 
flourish and aggressors would cease to be.” 


For Sale and 
W anted—“BRICKS” 


LIAVE you been a brick yet? 

24° Mr. Laurence Housman, when he 
opened the Dick Sheppard House (Peace 
Pledge Union Headquarters) recently said: 

“I have a friend, a builder, who tells me that 
a house of this size takes about 124,000 bricks 
to build. Now we have in the PPU 124,000 
members. 

“If every one of our members would be a brick 
and (pricing himself at the very moderate sum 
of sixpence) stand sponsor to that amount for 
one of the bricks which go to make up this 
building, then we should be able to take posses- 
sion of it from now on free of debt.” 


Miss Margaret Sheppard certainly has 
been a brick, for she has sponsored not 
one, but 2,000 bricks in the new building. 


Up to Wednesday morning 
4.214 
bricks had been sponsored. 


Was yours among them? If not, Mr. 
Frank B. Middleton, accountant of the 
PPU, will be happy to receive your dona- 
tion at Dick.Sheppard House, 6 Endsleigh 
Street. W.C.1, -- 
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Strong Stand By “ 


At Big 


London 


Meeting 


PLEDGE SUPPORT FOR THOSE 
WHO RESIST CONSCRIPTION 


‘1 HE most hopeful thing we have seen for a long time” was 

| the description applied by Canon Stuart Morris, chairman 

of the Peace Pledge Union, to an emergency meeting of 

nearly a thousand PPU members held in Friends House, London, 
on Monday night, to discuss conscription. 


The meeting had been called at very short 
notice and had received no publicity, and 
the large attendance—composed chiefly of 
mca under 25 years of age—was indicative 
of the determination of many PPU members 
to resist conscription. 

During the meeting were announced the 
plans for the joint mass procession through 
the West End of London which had been 
arranged as an anti-conscription d2rconztra- 
tion, for yesterday (Thursday) evening, to 
be followed by lobbying of MPs. It was 
expected that several thousands would take 
part. 

It was also revealed that the Council of 
Christian Pacifist Groups and the PPU had 
approached the Premier to receive a depu- 
tation to discuss the Military Training Bill, 
and that he had refused. A further attempt 
to see Mr. Chamberlain would be made, said 
Canon Morris. 


“Fullest Support ” for Resisters 


Most of those who spoke from the floor 
of the meeting were against the acceptance 
of any form of service, under the Bill, while 
others thought that constructive work could 
be performed with a clear conscience. 
Canon Morris summed up the feeling of the 
meeting by saying that 

1. They would be right to pledge the fullest 
possible measure of support by the PPU to those 
under the age of 21 who were prepared to resist 
the present proposals for conscription, whatever 
their attitude to alternative service; 

2. They should put it to pacifists that they 
will be in the strongest position if they can 
show the tribunals that they are doing work 
of international importance to peace. 

3. They should open some kind of advice 
bureau to draw up a panel of solicitors and 
others who would be willing to go to tribunals 
to state the case of conscientious objectors. 

4. They did not in any way want to force any 
indiyidual to come to any decision which was 
not absolutely in line with his own conscience 
and his own reason. 


He added that anyone asking for a certifi- 
cate of membership of the PPU could have 
one on application. 

At the beginning of the meeting he had 
said there was no doubt about their attitude 
to conscription as such. But there was 
doubt as to what the authorities would re- 
gard as work of national importance, and 
there was a possibility that any alternative 
service offered by the Government would be 
such as to make objectors part and parcel 
of the military machine. 

He thought conscientious objectors might 
be divided into four broad classes: 


1. Absolutists, who would refuse all forms cf 
service; 

2. Those who would be prepared to avai} 
themselves of an exemption clause provided they 
were left free in their own conscience to choose 
what alternative service they would accept; 

3. Those who would take advantage of a 
clause which offered any alternative service; and 

4. Thcse who might come in under the cloak 
of conscientious objection though their objection 
was not based on conscientious grounds. 


Incitement to Disaffection 


He had referred to the feeling that older 
people had no right to give advice on this 
subject to those affected by conscription, 
and added: 

“JT only hope that, when this Bill goes 
through, it will so obviously become an 
offence under the incitement to disaffection 
measure for any of us to attempt to per- 
suade people not to be conscripted that 
some of the older people will find thcem- 
selves in danger of a far longer term of im- 
prisonment than would be the lot of those 
resisting conscription.” 

During the discussion, Dr. Donald O. 
Soper, “starting from a sense of responsi- 
bility for giving service to the community,” 
said that he. as a pacifist, ought in some way 
or other to do what he could to feed, clothe, 


or bless the community. Though pacifists 
resisted the call to go to war, they should 
be willing to accept anything which enabled 
them to do good, even in a wicked com- 
munity. 

Maurice L. Rowntree told how, during 
the Great War, the tribunal before which 
he appeared as a CO was willing to let him 
do almost anything except carry on the 
social service in which he had been engaged. 
Believing that social service to be the work 
he was best fitted to perform and to be of 
value to the community, he had gone to 
prison rather than accept alternatives 
offered. He thought that pacifists should 
do the work they thought best, and if that 
work was not recognized as being of 
national importance they should take the 
consequences. 


An Ambulance Unit? 


During the discussion the question was 
raised whether a PPU Ambulance Unit was 
practicable. Canon Morris replied that in 
war-time the Government could not allow 
people to work outside its control; an inde- 
pendent ambulance corps was not likely, 
therefore, to be allowed, and to equip an 
ambulance would be to make a present of 
it to the Government. 


There was, however, the Pacifist Service 
Corps for those who desired to take that 
form of action. A number expressed their 
willingness to do constructive work of real 
national and international importance for 
peace. 


Following are points made by other 
speakers from the body of the hall. 

The Military Training Bill is not popular; 
pacifists should try to appeal to the under- 
current of feeling against it 

Imprisonment for one’s convictions can be a 
Positive contribution to peace. 

By carrying on their ordinary jobs, pacifists 
would be doing work of national importance. 

Pacifists should try to do social work in Ger- 
many or Italy, thus showing the people there 
that they were their friends. 

A young woman reminded those who 
would be affected that women pacifists 
would be with them. 


Under 25's” 


——Next Weel: ——— 
QUESTIONS | 
THE TRIBUNALS 
| WILL ASK 


also —How CO's were organized 
| during the Great War 


Support for Objectors 


in Northampton 


GPEAKING at a specially convened meet- 

ing on Sunday night in the Friends’ 
Meeting House, Northampton (attended by 
about 80 people—mostly young) Alderman 
A. Burrows suggested that the young men 
affected made up their minds just what 
their stand was to be—for those who needed 
it a panel of lay solicitors was also sug- 
gested. 


Alderman Burrows also suggested approaches 
to employers of labour to try to obtain pledges 
that both those who accepted military service 
and those who declined should be guaranteed 
their jobs back; such a statement, signed by local 
clergy and ministers to be sent to the local press. 
Councillor S. Betts promised, as a member of 
the Town Council, that any such cases of con- 
scientious objections and possible loss of Cor- 
poration employment would be opposed on the 
Council. 


Mr. E. Walden said conscription was first effort 
for a totalitarian State; pacifists must take a 
firm stand now—never flinching the task before 
them. Women were urged to be strong and 
courageous—and all must learn to extend a 
generous attitude to those who disagreed. 


Mr. A. F. Tavener spoke of the fatalistic atti- 
tude of those who say, “But they'll make you 
go.” Everything on buff-coloured paper bearing 
OHMS hadn't got to be answered Yes. 


The chairman, W. Harrison, said that calling 
up papers could either be burned or collected 
as curios. 


There was a strong feeling of the sense of 
fellowship and it was felt that any friends who 
suffered victimization at work or ostracism at 
home would find refuge among the feace fellow- 
ship. Albert Tavener urged young men to seek 
fellowship in the group in order to gain strength. 


The Society of Friends has already set up a 
local Consultative Committee for help for CO’s 
and has advertised in the local press offering 
its assistance. 


Fund to Aid Resisters ? 


At the meeting of London Group leaders 

of the PPU on Tuesday, Stuart Morris 
suggested that groups might give serious 
consideration to the necessity of giving 
moral and financial support to all who re- 
sisted conscription on grounds of con- 
science, whatever form their opposition 
might take. 

While the main responsibility for 
financial aid would naturally fall on the 
groups, they would be greatly encouraged 
in shouldering their responsibilities were 
there some national fund on which they 
could rely if necessary. 


The suggestion received general approval. 


ment of all such preparations for war in 
favour of constructive peace policies which 
would appeal to the best in men and women 
in every country.” 

Symptomatic of the widespread and 
determined opposition of youth was the 
largely attended meeting of “Under 
Twenty-fives ” held under the auspices of 
the PPU in Friends House, London, on 
Monday. Though called at very short 
notice, and held during the worst weather 
the city has experienced for months, some 
900 attended. The meeting is reported on 
p. 7 


MAMMOTH DEMONSTRATION 

As we go to press the final arrangements 
are being made at Dick Sheppard House for 
the mammoth demonstration against con- 
scription which will have been held before 
this issue reaches most of our readers. 

The processions, in which all the 
organizations listed above were to be repre- 
sented, was expected to be over a mile in 
length. It was to be in five sections: Men 
under 25, Women under 25, Other Women, 
Other Men and Ex-servicemen, and CO’s 
and Ministers of Religion. Banners and 
posters were to be carried and the marchers 
were to be led by two bands. 

The demonstration was to end with inten- 


OPPOSITION TO CONSCRIPTION 
SPREADING 


(Continued from page 1) 


sive lobbying in the House of Commons. 

A further sign of the revolt in the Labour 
Party and in the Left Wing generally is 
the fact that the No Conscription League 
section of the May Day parade in London 
on Sunday next will be the largest con- 
tingent of the march. The NCL section 
will form up on Victoria Embankment at 
2p.m. All who participated in the Thurs- 
day demonstration are urged to attend. 

Today (Friday) the Banbury group of the 
Peace Pledge Union is arranging an anti- 
conscription meeting in the Friends’ Meet- 
ing House, Banbury, and it is hoped that 
local Churches and _ institutions will 
co-operate. 

More Conscription news in this issue: 

George Lansbury’s Advice, p. 1. 

Conscientious Objectors and the Military 
Trainixg Bill, p. 2. 

How They Resisted in 1916, p. 3, 

Readers’ Views, p. 4. 

Wilfred Wellock maintains that Conscrip- 
tion is another step to British Fascism, p. 5. 


Opposition Through the Country, pp. 5 
and 11. 

Report of “Under 25's” 
London, this page, 


meeting in 
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The Night? 


By WILFRED WELLOCK 


Danubian Destiny. By Graham Hutton. 
Harrap, 7s. 6d. 


QTANUBIAN DESTINY is a revelation of 

the problems which emerge and the 
menaces which threaten in one of the chief 
storm centres of the modern world as the 
outcome of fierce commercial rivalry, the 
struggle for monopoly and, consequently, 
of power politics, but in particular as the 
outcome of the Munich Agreement. It 
fully justifies the description on the dust 
cover: “An expert study of the political, 
military, racial, and economic problems in 
Central and South-east Europe arising out 
of the Munich Agreement, and a forecast 
of their effects upon the Great Powers.” 

That forecast, as indeed the author's 
entire analysis, is startling, and gives scant 
promise of an escape from the present 
ruinous and everaccelerating armaments 
race other than that of a European confla- 
gration—assuming, of course, the absence 
of a clean breakaway from power politics 
and a courageous effort on the part of some 
big Power to inaugurate a scheme of inter- 
national economic co-operation. 

Those who have made a close study of 
European affairs are aware that the Munich 
Agreement, apparently a minor event, com- 
pletely changed the balance of military, 
economic and political power in Europe. 

What Danubian Destiny does is to set out 
the hard, indisputable facts in cold, clear 
outline, the far-reaching changes involved 
in the dismemberment of Czecho-Slovakia. 


Here we see : 

“A Germany which had only been first united 
as a nation in 1870, which had tried before the 
Great War to master Austria-Hungary, and 
which had been defeated by a world it had 
challenged, had by 1938 (in five years) recruited 
such an array of force as to burst both the 
dykes which had preserved the Danubian basin 
from a German flood.” 

And, somewhat ironically: 

“The lines which the Allied and Associated 
Powers in 1919 had agreed, in the name of self- 
determination, were vitally necessary to Czecho- 
Slovakia, were taken away from her in 1938 and 
handed to Germany, Poland, and Hungary under 
the same guise of self-determination.” 


Balance of Power 


The real value of this book is in the de- 
tailed analysis of the various factors— 
racial, strategic, military, economic and 
political—_which have undergone serious 
change with respect to the balance of 
power in Europe as the result of the Ger- 
man conquest of Austria and the Munich 
Agreement. The author, by the way, is a 
trained economic expert, who formerly 
served on the editorial staff of the 
Economist, and who was in Central Europe 
at the time of the Czecho-Slovakian crisis. 
No student of European affairs can afford 
to omit a careful study of this book. , 

The conclusion to which this analysis 
leads is that it lies within the power of 
Germany to force most of the small States 
between her Eastern border and Russia into 
her economic orbit, and probably eventu- 
ally within the Reich itself. Here isva 
picture of the present rail-transport situa- 
tion in Central Europe. ; te 

“Despite the Polish and Hungarian acquisitions 
of vital Czecho-Slovak railways, neither Hungary 
nor Poland together nor any other combination 
of smaller Powers beyond the Italian and Ger- 
man frontiers can now refuse, in the last resort, 
to enter a preferential rail-transport agreement 
with Germany, or Germany and Italy together. 
If you take the railway map of Europe and rule 
a line down from Danzig in the north, through 
Teschen-Bohumin (now Polish), Budapest, and 
Belgrade to the Adriatic in the South, you will 
find no single railway west of that line which 
does not quickly enter German or Italian terri- 


tory.” 
Victory for Germany? 


These and many other facts suggest that 
the trade war between Britain and Ger- 
many will probably be won by Germany. 
So desperate is Germany’s economic posi- 
tion that she will adopt aggressive tactics 
to achieve victory, and if it is the only 
course left open to her, may even from 
time to time annex slices of territory as she 
did during 1938. 

The author therefore discusses alterna- 
tive courses open to Germany to achieve 
the hegemony she desires: (1) a short, 


sharp war in the West, that is, a short reign 
of hell followed by victory (in theory), and 
(2) the gradual wearing down by relentless 
economic pressure of all opposition to the 
Third Reich in Central and South-east 
Europe, after which Germany, at any rate 
from the economic standpoint, would be in 
a position to wage war with anyone. 

And yet, as Hutton points out, were 
Germany to succeed, as well she may, in 
her policy of economic conquest throughout 
the Danubian basin and over most of the 
Balkan States, the fact remains that her 
regime is unstable, that large areas of 
revolt exist within her borders, and then 


that she would not be able to rely upon the! 


support of the various racial groups whom 
economic pressure had brought within her 
power. 


Question of Justice 


That fact, however, appears not to be 
given its due weight when Mr. Hutton 
comes to draw his conclusions. Indeed, in 
drawing his conclusions he never once 
mentions the question of justice, the 
ability of nations to obtain their necessary 
food and raw materials, &c., but appears to 
assume the inevitability of power politics. 
He says: 


“If we cannot ensure the right kind of peace 
we may be sure that what is being forged on the 
anvils of the Third Reich since Munich will turn 
out to be European, not merely Dunubian, des- 
tiny. The longer it is forged the harder it will 
be. 

“It is not the purpose of this essay to draft 
or advocate a*policy for any particular European 
Power. But three points are worth making 2s 
a conclusion: 

“First, the Western Powers and their Empires 
have the resources and the means to rearm as 
extensively and efficiently as the Third Reich 
and Italy—perhaps more so... They lack either 
the will or the ability to utilize their economic 
advantage. 

“Secondly, democracies CAN be as effective as 
dictatorships—but only if they oppose the despotic 
oligarchies of the dictatorships by a voluntary 
and democratic totalitarianism ... 

“Lastly, neither the political nor the economic 
diplomacy of the much-vaunted totalitarian 
States is really efficient...” 


This out-Heroding of Herod leaves me 
cold. We pacifists look for a way of salva- 
tion from this impasse along quite other 
lines, But Mr. Hutton should be read for 
his analysis, not his conclusions, which 
analysis, by the way, convinces me of the 
absolute rightness of the pacifist interpre- 
tation of the present world situation and 
of its solution. 


Crisis and 


There Needs No Ghost. By Ruth Adams. Chap- 
man and Hall. 7s 6d. 


The Hopkins Manuscript. 
Gollanez. 7s. 6d. 


By R. C. Sherriff. 


HOUGH contemporary history now shows us 

a whole series of crises, the September crisis 

of 1938 still stands out as The Crisis or at the 

least as the first of the series. And Ruth Adam's 

book stands out as the first novel to be written 
about the crisis. 


This novel is significant for other reasons. 
Besides giving an acute, interesting and often 
amusing picture of a village during that never- 
to-be-forgotten period of emergency, it shows 
with sympathy and insight the reactions of a well- 
contrasted group of people. 


The tale is told alternately by Miss Perry, the 
spinster sister of the Vicar of Caledon, and Kay, 
“ag Bohemian young woman of no fixed address.” 
Many points of view—from the pacifist’s to the 
conventional patriot’s—are brought into play and 
undergo radical changes. 


“Iam afraid that being a pacifist (as I know 
he was because he once, rather unsuitably, told 
the schoolchildren so) does go with not being 
ready to do one’s duty by one’s country and face 
danger like a man.” Soran Miss Perry's thoughts 
at the beginning of the book. And it rather sur- 
prised Kay to hear the clichés she was accustomed 
to use in fun, being “brought forward in all sin- 
cerity in a serious conversations.” This book 
gives illuminating sidelights on the way the crisis 
disposed of many a conviction and convention. 


Mr. R. C. Sheriff in The Hopkins Manuscript, 
leads us on to a fantastic future world which 


survives a cataclysm only to perish in a later, 


Watchman, What of 


NON-VIOLENCE 
IN THE 
MAKING 


Victories Without Violence. 
Peace Book Co. 2s. 6d. 


“PIYHEN you believe in doing nothing.” Every 

pacifist has heard that taunt many times. 
This excelent little book sets out bravely to 
counter the accusation, and marshals no less than 
sixty-one answers. 

While not attempting to explain or discuss the 
mysterious power of non-violent resistance, of 
the conquest of evil by good, it is an anthology of 
human incidents taken from many spheres of 
life and covering a period from Bible times to the 
present day, all of which prove that death or in- 
jury have been averted and danger overcome 
without the use of material weapons. 

In a brief introduction to this collection, Miss 
Fry, the compiler, draws attention to the great 
courage needed for the successful practise of non- 
violent resistance, and adds a warning that “there 
is no claim that such action would inevitably re- 
sult in physical safety, or that physical safety is 
necessarily the highest good. “But every incident,” 
she points out, “which exemplifies the power cf 


By A. Ruth Fry. 


good to conquer evil and the fact that violence 
may be overcome without more violence is an 
indication that there is a possible alternative to 
the futile crime of war.” 


PACIFISM 2,500 YEARS AGO 

Her first instance is that of the Jews of approxi- 
mately 600 B.C. under their pious king, Josiah, 
who, threatened by the Babylonian invasion, 
traced their own national danger to national sin 
and believed that the march of invading armies 
could only be arrested by a rigorous suppression 
of heathen practices into which their Hebrew 
ritual was beginning to degenerate. 

It was about 2.500 years ago, then, that the 
Jews adopted a religious pacifist policy—search- 
ing inside their own nation for the cause of 
.threatened attack, instead of going out to combat 
violence with more violence. It is undoubtedly 
due to this fact that they are still a people in the 
twentieth century A.D. Had they armed against 
the Babylonian invaders. they would almost cer- 
tainly have been exterminated. 

And so we read on through the centuries to 
very recent times when the question of arming 
the Metropolitan Police and County Constabulary 
was considered in this country. The rank and file 
were finally consulted and, although crime was 
at that time on tne increase, they voted against 
the measure by an overwhelming majority, on 
the ground that it would provide an additional 
incentive to violence. Yet, although the English 
police force is one of the very few unarmed 
police forces in the world, there is less crime in 
England than in most civilized States. 


RIGHT OF INDEPENDENCE 

Finally, there is the shining example of a tiny 
independent and unarmed State wedged in the 
centre of troubled Europe. As recently as June, 
1935, Luxemburg’s leading newspaper said, “If 
we are invaded our chances of good treatment 
are better because we have incurred no nation’s 
suspicion by arms and alliances. 

Should Divine providence one day want us to 
perish with the other nations in the universal 
fury of a new slaughter, then let us die free and 
innocent, keeping in our hands the sparkling 
weapon of our right, of our independence, our 
freedom and our neutrality, not as cowards who 
wanted safety which nohody can pive.” 


Vera Barnes 


ataclysm 


man-made crisis. The Hopkins manuscript, 
found a thousand years hence by Abyssinian 
scientists who come to colonize in Great Britain, 
is the “log book” of one Edgar Hopkins, an 
Englishman who makes this record of his cwn 
life and reactions during the cataclysm and 
after. 


Some time in the nineteen forties the moon is 
drawn back to the earth. Millions perish and 
the whole geography of the world is changed. 
The difference between natural and provoked 
catastrophe is finely shown. “The approaching 
moon had been so remotely beyond human con- 
trol that it drew humanity together i: a bond cf 
ennobling courage. But what thrill was there 
in the menace that stalked us now—the menace 
of human greed and suspicion? 


“The poor, bewildered people knew little and 
cared less about their ‘rights’ upon the moon. 
All they desired was leave to rebuild their 
houses, to grow their corn and to graze their 
cattle, to feed their pigs and to sit in the evening 
sunlight when the day’s work was done. All 
that they desired was peace, and the dignity of 
quietness.” 


This vividly written fantasy is good peace 
propaganda for all its suggestion that human 
nature does not change. It points to the pitfalls 
that await any Council of Nations, but it shows 
also that the pitfalls and difficulties are invari- 
ably man-made and therefore could be overcome. 
In the light of recent events and with the hoped- 
for possibility of President Roosevelt’s suggested 
international conference before us, this novel 
makes an especially topical appeal. 


Irene Stiles 


May 5, 1939 


Comovetition for 
Readers 


HOW WOULD YOU 
ANSWER THIS 
ARGUMENT? 


A’ least one of our readers has frequently 
had urged upon him this argument 
for renouncing pacifism in time of war: 

“Granted that pacifism is practicable as a 
national policy, yet, if war occurs, pacifism in 
this sense, will have failed, at least for a time. 
In these circumstances, pacifists will be unable 
to prevent the suffering and destruction involved 
in a modern war. 

“Yet, if pacifists are sufficiently numerous, 
they may result in England losing the war and 
in the domination of Europe by a cruel and 
despotic Nazi system whose influence over the 
whole of the world will be far worse than any 
influence that may be exerted by a victorious 
England. Under the Nazi system, in fact, the 
world may experience conditions similar to those 
of the Dark Ages. 


“Thus, even granted the pacifist contention as 
to the consequences for England of a modern 
war, even granted that war is stupid, futile and 
wicked, yet, in the event of war, it is wrong for 
paciiists, by their opposition, indirectly to aid in 
the conquest of Europe by the barbarous systems 
in vogue in Germany and Italy today. 


“Therefore, if war occurs, pacifists should not 
selfishly adhere to their principles but should 
endeavour, even if indirectly, to bring about the 
successful conclusion of a war waged against 
the rulers—though not against the mass of the 
people—of Germany and Italy. For, to say the 
least, the worst English system will not be more 
horrible in its consequences than a victorious 


German system.” 

While many convinced pacifists will find 
this argument quite capable of being effec- 
tively answered, it does represent a serious 
difficulty for the potential pacifist. 


THREE PRIZES 


In order that it may be overcome we 
have decided to ask our readers how they 
would answer the argument as set out 
above, and we will give books to the value 
of 5s. to the writers of each of the three 
best replies received. 

One condition will be rigidly applied: 
letters must not exceed 200 words in length. 
The closing date for the competition will 
be announced later, and the Editor’s de- 
cision will be final. 


Meanwhile get to work on your answer; 
remember, it may be the means of remov- 
Ing a serious obstacle from the path of 
many potential recruits to the Peace 
Pledge Union. 


Letters should be- addressed to The 
Editor, Peace News, 3 Blackstock Road, 
London, N.4, and envelopes should be 
marked “Competition” in the top left- 
hand corner. 


SPECIAL OFFER TO 
‘PEACE NEWS’ READERS 


The “New Leader,” I.L.P. Organ, 

which leads the struggle against Con- 

scription and War in the Labour Move- 

ment, will be sent to you for 2s. 6d. for 

six months, post free, if you use 
this form. 


Name ries cccisacstesttesttttrn cette cee 
AddrTOSS wisccasiccuccconesertee een 


Post with 2s. 6d. to “New Leader,” 
35, St. Bride Street, London, E.C.4, 


takes you to 
SCANDINAVIA 


See Scandinavia this Summer. 
LT.T. 15-day holiday tramping 
tours are a happy means. 

Daily bathing; varied experi- 
ences in beautiful old towns, 
capital cities, etc, meeting 
friendly peoples of most 
advanced countries in Europe. 
DenmaRK (from Harwich) 
£11 5s. June 17; July 1, 16; 
Aug. 20; Sept. 2. SwerbEN (from 
Newcastle-on-Tyne) £16 5s, 
July 22 (for Int. F. Dance Fes- 
tival, Stockholm); Aug. 5 
Norway: (from N.O.T.) £15 10s. 
Pioneer Mountain Tour. 


60 Tours—Programme post free from Hon. Sec.: 


6, BAINBRIGGE RD., LEEDS, 6 
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LAURENCE HOUSMAN MANKIND [S 


“Speaking Personally,” says .. . 


HEN our poets and _ his- E 
torians are inaccurate in 


their statements, we _ still 
have a great book of history in man 
himself. Science now tells us that 
every one of us, in growing from 
child to man, reinacts in his own 
person the life-stages of the race ; 
and those of us whose childish 
instincts have been allowed the self- 
expression which is so valuable 
for individual development may 
remember how at one time we were 
cave-dwellers, at another time 
arboreal, at another great hunters 
before the Lord; at another time 
great fighters. 


But that unhindered expression of our- 
selves at different times did not prevent us, 
as we grew, from becoming civilized 
beings: it helped us. At each stage we 
were criticizing life from a fresh aspect, 
forming judgments, and so passing on to 
fresh interests and fresh moral conceptions, 
which a few years before would not have 
interested us at all, or had any control upon 
our actions, 


And the stage of civilization into which 
we finally grew on becoming adults, and 
there stick—being therewith content just as 
arboreal man stuck to his tree, regarding it 
as his life-preserver (not having yet found 
a better)}—that stage of civilization at which 
as individuals we stick, the human race is 
not going to stick at, any more than it has 
stuck at arborealism, or cave-dwelling. 


Come down from the Tree! 


AND our life-preserver, War, is not always 

going to be our life-preserver. We 
shall find some day (we are.beginning to 
find it now) that in sticking to war we are 
“up a tree ”—missing life. 


this day reproduces itself in healthy boy- 
ood; and you get boys at a certain age 
who, given an axe, would like to cut down 
everything that looks like a tree. 

A koy with the instinct in him strong, 
and healthy, and devouring, might attack 
the legs of his mother's piano, because they 
are round, upright, and wooden, like trees. 
And he isn’t a wicked boy, and he isn’t 
necessarily a silly boy ; but he would be a 
silly man if he kept on doing it, as (in 
another connexion) the pro-war school ex- 
pects him to keep on doing it. (George 
Washington was going through that pioneer 
stage when he became a moral emblem by 
attacking his father’s cherry tree, and then 
telling the truth about it.) 

Man became a trec-feller when there was 
jungle waiting to 
be cleared in order 
that he might live. 
But he would be a 
silly idiot—a silly, 
unchangeable 
idiot — if, having 
planted orchards 
in their place, he 
went on cutting 
those down; and 
justified it by say- 
ing it was human 
nature — that 
human nature 
always had cut 
trees down and 
always would. 
Ynat is the sort of 
thing the pro-war 
type of mind is 
saying — “War is 
in the blood: and therefore will never go 
out of the blood.” 


Will Human Nature 
Change Again ? 
Bot more and more in this modern world 
of ours, man has been planting some- 
thing like orchards, which makes war no 
longer a necessary clearance, as perhaps it 
once was, but an unnecessury nuisance ; 
something which, as I said before, paid 


tion that 
changes.” - 


opinions, 


Ponsonby, 


And when arboreal man found he was once, but doesn’t pay now. 


“up a tree,” in that sense, he came down 
from it. I believe that we shall be as wise 
and as adaptable to the wider possibilities 
of our changing environment as arboreal 
man. 


I don’t know at what precise pcriod of 
human development tree-felling became 
one of the passions of the pioneers of the 
human race. But arboreal man didn’t cut 
down trees: the sight would probably have 
scandalized him as much as the Bishop of 
Gloucester is scandalized by the attempt of 
the peace movement to cut down war. 


Arboreal man would have said, “ People 
don’t do such things: it isn’t human 
nature,”—just as the Bishop of Gloucester 
says that it is blasphemous not to accept 
war as one of God’s good gifts for punishing 
the wrong-doer. I can’t see why we should 
attribute more sense to fhe one remark than 
to the other. 


The Pioneer Stage 


THE passion for tree-felling (which was 
once the world’s way to salvation) 
entered into the blood of the race ; and to 
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And so, in this matter of war, it comes 
really to this—is man going to be an un- 
changeable idiot ; or is human nature going 
to change once more as it always has 
changed, adapting itself to changed 
environment? 

And if you say it is still impossible, I 
can only ‘answer that it was proved 
possible, by men of our own blood, over 
200 years ago. It is in English history: but 
English history makes very little of it, for 
there have been passages of history—very 
important passages some of them—which 
we have missed. not because they were un- 
obtainable, but because our one-sided train- 
ing in certain institutional conventions— 
sectarian religion, dignified by the name of 
“orthodoxy ” or “ Catholicism ”"—sectarian 
politics, dignified by the name of Patriotism, 
sectarian stupidity, dignified by the name 
of Military Necessity—has made us regard 
them as unimportant, insignificant—freak 
exceptions, demonstrating no latent prin- 
ciple waiting for human nature to test it 
out and prove it good. 

There have been such passages in history 
which we have ignored—not having eyes to 
see. And there they stand on record— 
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IN this article, the last of three con- 

tributions to our series “ Speaking 
Personally,” Laurence Housman con- 
cludes his examination of the asser- 
“Human nature never 


The next contributor will be 
ROSE MACAULAY 


whose first article will appear next 
week. 


“Speaking Personally ” is a forum 


for the expression of 
and previous contributors 
have included Leonard Barnes, Lord 
Middleton Marry, 
Plowman, and Vera Brittain. 


GROWING UP 


“insignificant ” to our modern balances of 
power, as the death of Socrates may have 
seemed insignificant to his judges, as the 
Crucifixion may have seemed to the Roman 
soldier: insignificant because our historians 
and politicians lack spiritual insight—or 
have not even the will to see. 


It Can Be Done 


¥ SUPPOSE it would sound to some like a 

fairy-story if they were told that white 
colonists—“ pioneers of civilization ”—had 
ever gone out from this country and lived 
among bloodthirsty savages, carrying no 
arms in their 
hands, and never 
—when they were 
robbed, as they; 
sometimes were— 
never indulging in 
bloody reprisals to 
“teach the savages 
how to behave "| 
namely, to go on' 
behaving like! 
savages: which is} 
all that reprisals | 
can teach —“ your 
turn this time: my 
turn next.” 

It would sound! 
like a fairy tale, 
wouldn't it, if they 
heard that while 
these _ colonists 
lived peacefully 
and unrevengefully among warlike tribes 
(putting up with the occasional accidents 
of individual wrong-doing without visit- 
ing it upon the whole tribe in order 
to maintain the-white man’s prestige) | 
they actually throve and were prosperou 


individual 


Max 


And that while they persisted in this 
political evangelism, they had as neigh- 
bours in adjoining territories, colonists of a 
different mind, a different outlook, between 
whom and the natives there was savage and 
relentless war; and that, in spite of that 
war between natives and whites, the 
natives discriminated—and the messengers 
of peace lived unharmed in their midst— 
for 75 years? 

A fairy-tale? But that is what the 
Society of Friends did when they founded 
the State of Pennsylvania. with its capital 
of Philadelphia—a name which means 
“ Brotherly Love.” 

And that wonderful experiment in 
practical pacifism—practical Christianity— 
was only brought to an end, and its work 
destroyed, when the British Government of 
that day insisted on recruiting for its wars 
against the Indians, from other colonists 
who had come to live in the same territory, 
not members of the Society of Friends. So, 
when the Indians saw armed men coming 
out against them from the Quaker commu- 
nity, they could discriminate no longer. 

And because men were blind, that 
example for the world’s need became 
insignificant in history. There it is, waiting 
for us to take it up again and prove it true 
to human nature, when we have the eyes 
and the will to do it! 

“Tnsignificant,” yet one of the mast 
significant things in the history of our race 
that ever happened. 


It will Happen Again 


‘THAT is just one passage in history 

which we should do well to bear in 
mind. It really happened! But though 
you can leave a thing like that out of 
history, you can't leave it out of human 
nature. It is there in proof; and it will 
come out again. 

And which are the cowards: and which 
are the brave? Those which go out among 
savage tribes, armed with guns and all the 
superior resources of modern civilization 
again their poor rudimentary weapons of 
war ; and trading upon their poor rudimen- 
tary sense of the value of property, buy | 
land off them for a few beads, and then | 
take the whole of their land from them and 
become their masters? (That is how our 
colonial empire was very largely built up— 
if you go back to the beginning: and by 
these methods [in the words of the late 
Lord Birkenhead] stout hearts and eee 
swords have won glittering prizes.) 

But was the greater and the nobler kind 
of courage here? Or was it in those others, 
who went out armed only with the sword 
of the spirit, to face just the same peril: 
and offering the native friendship, did not 
cheat him as the first expression of that 


friendship ; but bought land at a just price, 
and lived with him as a neighbour, and 
treated him as an equal. 

What is the use of talking about “ vague, 
unpractical idealism” when that great 
practical object lesson of successful 
idealism stands before us for our learning 
—stands before us to teach us how human 
nature, in seeking new and higher forms 
of self-expression, can change and change— 
from a beast of prey to a messenger of 
peace. from trust in things material to a 
far surer trust in things spiritual, from 
dominion over others to fellowship with 
others, from the spirit of strife and division 
to the spirit of love, unity, and peace—and 
so can by changing—live? 


PACIFISTS AND 


BOYS’ CLUBS 


Should Control be 
Denied Them? 


The question whether pacifists should be 

allowed to run boys’ clubs has been debated 
in the correspondence columns of The 
mes. 
Mr. Ralph V. Woods expressed the hope 
that there cannot be many of us who 
would hand over the charge of such clubs 
to any fit man of military age, unless he is 
willing to volunteer his services in case of 
an emergency,” and added: 

“ Hateful and wasteful though we know war to 
be, and this we have been told ad nauseam, 
surely no Englishman worthy of the name is 
not prepared to give up home and comfort and 
security for the sake of his country, much less 
those men already unselfish enough to run boys’ 
clubs in their spare time.” 


FIRST LOYALTY 

A reply from the Rev. John H. S. Burton. 
published last week, reminded Mr. Woods 
that 

“Some of us, who call ourselves Christians, 
regard our loyalty to ‘the name which is above 
every name’ zs possessing the first claim upon 
our conscierce, and, in these days when 
Christian values are s0 openly derided by so 
many States and individuals, have not the 
slightest hesitation in encouraging the people 
in our charge to give their lives in loyalty to 
Christian principles of non-resistance and of 
universal love . . where Christianity conflicts 
with other loyalties the loyalty to Christ must 
reign supreme.” 


A PP.U. REPLY 

In another letter published last week 
John Barclay, Group Organizer of the 
Peace Pledge Union, wrote: 

“May I explain that as followers of “ Dick” 
Sheppard we are convinced that those who not 
only call themselves Christians but endeavour Jo 
apply their faith can do no other than refuse to 
support modern war for any cause whatever? 

“The human family is warldwide, and to love 
one's enemies, though difficult, is still part of the 
Christian faith. It seems to me, therefore, that a 
Pacifist believing these things is eminently suited 
to be entrusted with the charge of young, im- 
pressionable people.” 

Pacifists connected with boys’ clubs are 
invited to get in touch with Mr. John 
Barclay,.at the Peace Pledge Union (Dick 
Sheppard Heuse, 6 Endsleigh Street, Lon- 
don, W.C.1). 


at 


Read the 
SOCIALIST CASE 
AGAINST WAR in 


“FORWARD” 
Every Friday 2d. 
HONEST, FEARLESS, INDEPENDENT 


Send postcard for sample copy to: 
26, Civic Street, Glasgow, C.4, 


PUBLIC MEETINGS 
at the 


Dick Sheppard Memorial Club 


King's Weigh House, 
Thomas Street, Oxford Street, London, W.I 
Friday, May 5, at 7.30 p.m. 

The Rev. William Dick, of Poplar, on 
"The Christ and Unemployment Crusade." 
Friday, May 19, at 7.30 p.m. 


Dr. Maude Royden on 
"This Half-Hearted Christianity." 
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CENTRAL COUNCIL = [suninn : 

JOHN BARCLAY writes from Room 13: = | pe ee 
N them for cannon fodder! The challenge to London Area Member = Under the Oak Tree = 
our time is Peace or War? and the cry goes = = 

oO up ever more certainly “It is Peace.” Elected = CHILDREN = 
Conscri tion! je * ISS SYBIL MORRISON was elected as|= = 
: the London Area’s representative on|= W = 

Pp ‘é PACIFISM FOR TODAY and the Central Council of the Peace Pledge = COME TO TO N = 

TOMORROW. Union, at the London Group Leaders’|= = 


HEN it became known that the Mili- 
= tary Service Bill was to be rushed 
through the Commons it was as though an 
electric shock had been administered to the 
PPU. From every direction come reports 
of new activity, groups mobilizing their 
members, money and new members begin 
to pour in. 

War! We Say No—but Conscription is a 
necessary part of war, and without it no 
modern war can be fought. But deeper 
than this feeling of war resistance lies the 
conviction that conscription is a blow 
struck at freedom of conscience. Once 
admit conscription as a 


The Group 


9 day-to-day 
ee > and you have lost the 
eekly right to call yourself a 
Notes free man. “What can 
we do”? This is the 


question on the lips of almost everyone I 
meet, and the answer is clear: Refuse to be 
conscripted; maintain the right of con- 
science and get on with the work of peace- 
making as quickly as possible. 


*% 

One of the most inspiring meetings I 
have ever attended was that held on Mon- 
day night in Friends House, London, when 
nearly 900 men under the age of 25 came to 
discuss with us their attitude towards the 
new Bill. Nine hundred on a teeming-wet 
night, without any advertisement beyond 
six lines in a letter to Group Leaders 
inviting them to ask those under 25 to 
come if interested. The spirit of that 
meeting was magnificent and nearly lifted 
the-roof. One hundred percent opposition 
to war, based on a full understanding 
of the position. Not a crowd of senti- 
mentalists this, but a great body of 
youth sure of their ground, and determined 
to resist at all costs the imposition of mili- 
tary service. If similar meetings could be 
called in Birmingham, Manchester, Glas- 
gow and Cardiff, and any of the industrial 
centres we should re-inspire the rank and 
file of the progressive movements at pres- 
ent lost in the wilderness of political chaos. 

What can you do? Initiate meetings like 
this in all your towns now. Make it known 
everywhere«that the call to Conscription 
is not being answered by pacifist youth, 
and give the reason for their refusal. We 
are coming to the stage when it will be pos- 
sible to say that the “ New Generation ’"— 
the 19-25’s—are ready to take the field, 
and wee betide any who are counting on 


PEACE PLEDGE UNION 


6, Endsleigh Street, London, W.C.|! 


THINGS WE WANT YOU TO 


CONSCRIPTION 


biel Malodd) cud, 


“ WHY WAR?" Correspondence between Einstein & Freud 6°: 
NEW LEAFLETS 


CONSCRIPTION 


FREE 
For What are you THIS 
asked to kill and WEEK 
die? ONLY 


Send Postage éd. for 100 


"The General 


per 


A PENGUIN SPECIAL 
"YOU AND THE REFUGEE" 


"THE PRICE OF LEADERSHIP 


By J. Middleton Murry 


part of your ordinary | 4% 
existence, form? 


Reprinted from "' Lilliput 
D. 
Postage 3d. 


Dr. Wm. Brown writes: " 
6d. 100, 4/- 1,000, plus postage. 


The Morals and Economics of the Problem. 


A handbook for Groups and discussion 
circles, by Edwin S. Towill, M.A., B.D., and 
T. E. Faulkner, M.A., Ph.D. Foreword by 
J. Middleton Murry. 


Published by Peace Book Club: 1s. net. 


Every Groyp Leader and others interes- 
ted should get a copy of this book and try 
and sell as many copies to active Group 
members. We have quantities in stock 
now. 


meeting on Tuesday night. 


Cottenham Park Christian Pacifists 

Members of the Cottenham Park Metho- 
dist Peace Fellowship are anxious to con- 
tact all Christian pacifists in the district 
who would be interested in the formation 
of a “Federation of Christian Pacifist 
Groups.” They are invited’to write to 
Dennis H. French, 21 Botsford Road, 
London, S.W. 20. 


What the Groups are Doing 


A PLEA “that the pulpit should not 
again become the recruiting plat- 
was sent to the leaders of all 
churches in the Manchester district, in 
connexion with “ National Service” Sun- 
day, by the Manchester and District 
Region of the PPU, in conjunction with 
the Fellowship of Reconciliation. The 
appeal declared: 

“To us it seems that the churches in this 
country, no less than in Germany, face a 
momentous choice between the dictates of God 
and of the State; between Christian love and 


military slaughter. We beg you to weigh the 
choice well. . .” 


A leaflet entitled An Appeal to all Church- 
men, distributed in the centre of Man- 
chester while the Lord Mayor was making 
an appeal for volunteers, was in similar 
terms. 


Bournemouth & New Forest Region 
COMMITTEE meeting to inaugurate a 
Bournemouth and New Forest Region 

will be held next Friday, May 12. 

Groups already exist, or are being formed in 
the following districts in the region: Christ- 
church, Southbourne, Boscombe, Bournemouth 
Central, Parkestone, Poole, Swanage, Wimborne, 
Broadstone, Ferndown, Ringwood, New Milton, 
Winton, Ensbury Park, and Moordown. 

It is hoped that the decentralization of the 
Bournemouth group will help to spread the PPU 
message in wider circles. 


Norwich Hears News from 

Central Europe 

JOHN ASHFORD, a PPU member in 

Aldeby, recently visited Central 

Europe and arrived in Prague the day 
before the German occupation. 

Last week he gave the Norwich group an 

interesting account of his experiences, and told 


why the developments in Central Europe did 
not shake his faith in pacifism. 


P.P.U. House for Czechs in 
Oswestry 
MEMBERS in Oswestry in January gave 
guarantees for, and raised funds to 
maintain two little girls from Czecho- 
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PLAN OF CAMPAIGN 2° 
by Bart de Ligt 


IDIOTS DELIGHT 1/- 100 
Postage Sd. 

OPEN LETTER by 

Stuart Morris to 1/- 100 

the Archbishop Postage éd. 


Meets Logic " 


100 


The Psychology of War" 


§* Postage 
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5/- Sie 


Slovakia. They followed this up with 
guarantees for their parents; in the main- 
tenance of the latter they were helped by 
Levenshulme PPU, Shrewsbury Peace 
Fellowship, and non-pacifist friends at 
Worthen. 

Toward the end of March they welcomed their 
first six Czech refugees at a house they had taken 
at Selattyn (Oswestry). Since then other 
refugees have arrived. 

The house has a garden, two small fields, and 
outbuildings. The men set to work on the garden 
and an incubator is also running. It is hoped 
that this represents a start in a real community 
venture. 

Telling of their seven months as outcasts, and 
their journey to England. the refugees ended: 
“ And at last we came to Selattyn, and can sleep 
in peace and security. And there is shown us 
such kindness” (by neighbours) “that is beyond 
belief.” 


Banbury’s Gardening Scheme 


EMBERS of the Banbury group have 
. for the past three months been work- 
ing in their spare time on a piece of land 
loaned for the purpose, and are growing 
vegetables, with the idea of selling them 
and using the proceeds to help refugees, 
etc. 

The scheme was proposed by a group member, 
who suggested that it would be true national 
service in that it was work for peace, The 
scheme has been assisted by others than PPU 
members for the same reason. 


The Notice 
Board 


items must be received by MONDAY. 
Meetings ’ 

Kingston and Surbiton group now has a pitch 
in Kingston Market Piace tor open-air meetings 
gn Sunday evenings at 7.45 p.m. Peace News 
sellers wanted. 

Liverpool.—Peace Group will meet Mondays 
at 7.30 p.m. in Friends’ Meeting House, Hunter 
Street. 


Poster Paradcs 

There will be poster parades and Peace News 
selling from Dick Sheppard House, 6 Endsleigh 
Street, London, W.C.1, every Saturday at 6.45 p.m. 

*Peace News” Sellers Wanted 

Birmingham.—Mass street selling of special 
Birmingham issue on Saturday, May 20. from 
2.45 to 4.30 p.m. starting from St. Jude’s Sche 
Hill Street. Names and addresses to Connie .. 
Jones, 39 Cranbrook Road, Birmingham 21. 

Gravesend.—New Road every Friday trom 6.30 
to 8 pm. Write Donald Port, 143, Singlewell 
Road, Gravesend. 

Sparkhill and Sparkbrook.—Members here 
wish to maintain six selling posts every Friday 
(5.30 to 8 p.m.). Write Ronald A. King, 370 
Sarehole Road, Hall Green, Birmingham, 28. 

Birmingham.—Further volunteers wanted for 
street selling every Friday (4.30 to 8.30 p.m.) for 
nour or more. Write Wilfred S. Burtt, 22 Hem- 
vock Road. Selly Oak, Birmingham 29 


F Miscellaneous 

Gustavo Grediaga, of the WRI home for refu- 
gees in the South of France. will be seventeen 
on May 7 (Sunday). Manolo Moreno will be 
eleven on May 20. Address: WRI Home, “ Les 
Tamarius.” Prats-de-Mollo. (Pyr. Or.), France. 
| Sheffield—The Peace News Regional Con- 
ference, fixed fcr June 19, will be held in the 
- Dick Sheppard” Centre, 25 Change Alley, at 
3 pm 
Cardiff.—All PPU members and any others 
interested are invited to join a ramble on 
Sunday, May 7, starting from the Deri Café, 
Rhiwfina, at 2.30 p.m The walk will be about 
six miles and tea will be arranged. 

Peace Exhibition on ~Causes of War and 
Ways to Peace,” sixty panels, available at 12s. 
per week plus transport: Peace Exhibition 
Secretary, 19 Wellesley Road, Colchester, Essex. 

Volunteers wanted to poster parade or sell 
“Peace News” on June 3, at upen-air meeting. 
fonbridge. Also volunteers to help run Peace 
Book Shop, June 3 to 9. Write: Tonbridge 
Secretary, 20 Barden Park Road, Tonbridge, 
Kent. 

Learn German quickly.—War Resisters’ Inter- 
national highly recommend refugee friend teach 
German privately, or classes arranged by groups 
in London area. Also coaching for examination. 
Necessary to earn. Apply WRI, 11 Abbey Road, 
Enfield, Middlesex. 

Liverpool.—Anyone in this district desiring 
peace literature, posters, leaflets, &c., is invited 
to call on Mondays or inquire from M. Muriel 
Shearer, 44 Oxford Road, Bootle. Liverpool, 20. 


Ail 


mun By Theo Wills 


children to give a concert, organized for us 
by Miss Joanna Delafield and the W.1. 
Group, at the Dick Sheppard Memorial Club 
on Saturday, April 22. 

The trip to London is in itself always a thrill 
for the children. They elected to get up earlier 
in the morning so that they might have a free 
hour or two in town before the show. 

For the bigger girls Selfridges was the prime 
attraction. The adults in charge of them arranged 
to meet them at one of the doors after the foray, 
and then let them loose by themselves. 

And they did not merely gaze. In their purses 
were coins, saved from their weekly pocket 
money—3d. per week for the seniors—from birth- 
day presents from the staff which they sometimes 
choose to take in money, and from gifts from 
their adopted parents. 

They arrived punctually at the rendezvous, but 
not so the other half of the party who meanwhile 
had been in the flicks. The fascination of the 
film kept their eves from the clock, and a “search 
party,” peering in vain for them round the dark- 
ness of the cinema, began to be alarmed. But 
presently they came sauntering down Oxford 
Street quite nonchalantly, by themselves. 

Then, after sausages and mash, one of the 
lunches they like best, given by our hosts—the 
concert. The children are very sensitive to the 
“temper” of an audience, and on Saturday they 
were soon saying “Que gente mas simpatica!” 
“What nice people!” They take also a keen inter- 
est in the financial side and there was a sensa- 
tion when they heard that in response to their 
efforts and an appeal by Max Plowman, some £30 
had been taken. 

Note: We are touring in May, second week, in 
North London. and third week in Nottingham and 
district. Details from local groups. 

* s es 


This series, “Under the Oak Tree,” is a 
weekly reminder of the Basque Children who 
are our proteges at Basque House, Langham, 
Colchester, Essex. All gifts in kind should be 
sent there. 

Donations, in cash or by cheque, should be 
sent to the Basque Fund, Peace Pledge Union, 
6 Endsleigh Street, London, W.C.1, They will be 
most gratefully acknowledged. 


What 
does 


stand 
for? 


|. HOW IT BEGAN 


‘THE Peace Pledge Union dates 
< from the day when Dick Shep- 
pard invited all men who felt as he 
did to write to him stating that they 
renounced war and would never 
again participate in one. 

The immediate response was over- 
whelming, and every day since then 
pledge cards have come in, the total 
having now reached some 123,000. At 
first the movement had been confined 
to men, but when the signatures of 
women were asked for there was once 
more an immediate response. By 
reason of its numerical and moral 
strength, this venture has become a 
national movement, and it is linked 
with the world movement by its affili- 
ation to the War Resisters’ Inter- 
national. ; 

Dick Sheppard asked some veading 
men and women to joiz him as Spon- 
sors. 

Today the executive body of the 
Union consists of a Central Council 
of 20 national members, elected by 
the annual general meeting, together 
with members elected by the various 
areas. The present national members 
are: John Barclay, Harold Bing, Vera 
Brittain, H. Runham Brown, A. Ruth 
Fry, Mary Gamble, Laurence Hous- 
man, Stuart D. Morris, Philip S. 
Mumford, J. Middleton Murry, Max 
Plowman, Arthur Ponsonby, Charles 
E. Raven, Maurice L. Rovntree, 
Maude Royden, Alfred Salter, Donald 
O. Soper, Andrew Stewart, Wilfred 
Wellock, Alex Wood. 

George Lansbury is the President 
of the Union. 

The headquarters are at 6, Endsleigh 
Street, London, W.C.1. The President is 
George Lansbury, M.P. the Treasurer, 
Maurice L. Rowntree, the Chairman (and 


secretary), Canon Stuart Morris, and the 
Group Organizer, John Barclay. 


Give your pledge on a postcard:— 
{ renounce war and [ will never 
support or sanction another, 
Sign this, add your address, and send 
the card to PPU headquarters. 


Sa 
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TOO BLANK 
VERSE 


The Builders. By R. H. Ward. 


With the best will in the world I find it 
impossible to describe this self-styled 
“play” as other than dull, heavy, pretentious 
and largely incomprehensible. Mr. R. H. 
Ward, its author, may have something inter- 
esting and important to say, but if he wishes 
it to be understood he must choose a 
medium less likely to conflict with his in- 
tentions than the theatre. 
A play should at least move its audience to 
some degree of emotional or intellectual re- 


sponse, not reduce it to a state of bewildered 
stupefaction by a monotonous series of wordy 


recitations, delivered in an atmosphere of 
dramatic sterility. 
SIGNIFICANCE MISSED 


Despite the aid of a programme-note, I missed 
the ultimate significance of The Builders. Out- 
wardly, the play is a morality, a severely formal- 
ized representation of a modern Christ in rela- 
tion to his disciples, and of his disciples in 
relation to the life he indicates for them. 
Stephen, the central character, has, ostensibly 
at least, the sort of compelling personality which 
leads four variously-assorted friends to join 
him whole-heartedly in an attempt to live to- 
gether on an idealistically Christ-like basis, and 
so, by personal example, to do their share cf 
building Jerusalem. 


So far, the first act: the second startles us 
into occasional laughtex by the incongruously- 
placed humour of human nature falling short 
of its ideals: dissatisfaction and disruption arise 
among the “builders.” there is a “last supper,” 
after which Stephen leaves, to return (in the 
third act) and be killed by a disillusioned dis- 
ciple, whereupon the others find in his death the 
inspiration which was apparently lacking in his 
life and declare their intentions to lead useful, 
virtuous and self-sacrificing lives. 


TOO DIFFICULT 

All this is shown laboriously, without dramatic 
impulse, and served by dialogue in a condensed, 
telegraphic form of blank verse and rhymed 
couplets, demanding an effort of mental con- 
centration that no audience can be expected to 
maintain for long. There is altogether too much 
concern with words for their own sake and not 
enough with meaning expressed in terms of the 
theatre, so that the play fails through sheer 
indigestible verbosity. 


It is easy to sympathize with the Adelphi 
Group of anonymous players in their attempts 
to cope with such intractable material, but diff- 
cult honestly to praise their achievement. The 
setting had an agreeable simplicity that might 
with advantage have been matched by the play. 

W. H. GELDER 


A Drama of the 
Inner Life 


Family Reunion, By T. S. Eliot. 
HIS play is not only significant; it is, I be- 
lieve, great. It is a drama of the inner 
life as all truly great plays must be but it has 
that mellowness and universality of appeal 


characteristic of the best in mediaeval 
christianity. 
The play, however, is not religious in the 


narrow sense of the word. The central char- 
acter, Harry, desired to murder his wife and 
when she was killed by accident, his acute sense 
of guilt makes him think he did actually mur- 
der her. This idea he has been fleeing for 
years and the play starts as he arrives home in 
the hope of there throwing off pursuit. 

The characters fall into two groups, those 
who are aware and to some degree acknow- 
ledge the inner life and those who try to ignore 
it and drift on the surface. The latter, when 
airing some conventional sentiment speak in 
chorus, and this device is most effective in giving 
the impression that they are not attempting to 
live their own lives but only voice accepted 
mantras. 


HAUNTED BY GUILT 
The play hinges on Harry's discovery that to 
run away from his guilty feelings is only to 
increase the problem and add to his solitary 
feelings; if he accepts them and follows where 
that acceptance leads, they are no longer hostile 
but helpful in schooling him. 


The haunted feeling is symbolized by the 
physical introduction of the Emmenides and 
these are seen not only by Harry but also by 
his Aunt Agatha, Mary and the chauffeur, in 
fact by all the people that are aware. 


It has been suggested that it is rather diffi- 
cult for a modern audience to swallow not only 
the fact of Harry seeing the Emmenides (which 
after all is comparable to Hamlet seeing the 
ghest) but also the others seeing them. Now 
this is part explained by the interest of the 
others in, and their affection for Harry and their 
ability thus to some extent to enter into his 
feelings. But, further, Agatha explains to him 
that his father because of his love for her wished 
to murder his mother but that she stopped him: 
so that besides his inner guilt Harry is assailed 
by an outer, community guilt. 


PERTINENT TO PACIFISM 

This sense of being haunted by an outer com- 
munity guilt besides our own present misdeeds 
is one which most pacifists know and which they 
will therefore readily understand. The resolu- 
tion obtained by the fellowship and help of 
those of an older generation who have similarly 
sutfered showing that the problem must be fol- 
lowed through acceptance and not fixed by 
flight is again most pertinent to the pacifist case. 

This is a play from the mellow mind of a 
man whose intellect. and emotions are now 
integrated into a fine creative flow and should 
be seen by afl “who do not suffer from 
anchylosis of the intelligence. 


CONSCRIPTION 


Opposition 


Throughout 


the Country 


(continued from p. 5) 


by the chains of conscription,” and decided to 
give equal treatment to volunteers, conscripts, 
and objectors among its employees. 


Churches 


A letter from the Moderator of the Presbyter- 
fan Church of England published in the 
Manchester Guardian described conscription as 
“a blow to the cause which the Christian Churches 
exist to promote.” 


Theological students training for the Methodist 
Ministry at Richmond College have drawn atten- 
tion to the pledge that “the Methodist Church will 
uphold liberty of conscience and offer unceasing 
ministries to all her sons and daughters, in which- 
ever direction loyalty to inward conviction may 
carry them,” and have expressed their own oppo- 
sition to military conscription in peace-time. 


The Rev. T. W. Roff, of Mawdsley Street Con- 
gregational Church, Bolton, preached an out- 
standing sermon against conscription on Sunday 
evening. He said that if any of the younger 
members of his congregation were likely to 
resist conscription he was prepared to give them 
advice and help. 

The Society of Friends in Wales on Sunday 
passed a_ resolution opposing compulsory 
military service. 


In presenting the report of the council to the 
annual assembly of the Baptist Union in Bir- 
mingham, on Monday, the Rev. M. E. Aubrey, 
secretary to the Union, stated that unless the 
Government could carry out its pledges to con- 
scientious objectors, in the spirit as well as in 
the letter, they could look out for trouble from 
the Free Churches. 


A resolution on religious liberty carried by the 
Assembly recorded “brotherly sympathy with 
all who in any land are suffering for conscience’ 
sake”; gave “full support to all measures for 
the liberation of churches from State control 
and for the full recognition by Governments of 
the right to worship”; and emphatically repudi- 
ated “the claim of any State to assert an ex- 
clusive authority which over-rides the supreme 
loyalty due to Almighty God.” 


It further declared “that it is the duty of all 
Christian Churches to stand by any who, in 
their honest interpretation of the will of their 
Lord, declare themselves unable to join the mili- 
tary forces, and to urge the State to provide 


for these such forms of service to the community 
as shall not violate personal convictions.” 


Peace Organizations 

The executive committee of the National Peace 
Council adopted last week a resolution declaring 
that the Government's action “represents a vital 
surrender to the principle of totalitarianism” and 
“$s likely to make more difficult the negotiation 
of a peaceful solution of outstanding international 
problems which is the surest approach to the pre- 
vention of war.” 

Newcastle branch of the Peace Pledge Union 
declared that members will not agree to undergo 
any form of military training and that those mem- 
bers unaffected by the Bill ‘will naturally sup- 
pert by every means in their power young men 
who on grounds of conscience feel themselves 
unable to take part in this war preparation.” 


Action by Individuals 

One member of the PPU has been seen in the 
Tyldesley (Manchester) district in a motor-car 
bearing the words: “Wire to your MP to oppose 
conscription.” 

A Battersea reader of Peace Neurs suggests that 
each member of the PPU should write to the 
Prime Minister pointing out the inconsistency of 
intensified rearmament with the document signed 
at Munich, and that while Herr Hitler is con- 
demned in breaking a pledge, Mr. Chamberlain's 
introduction of conscription has also involved the 
breaking of a pledge. 

“Morality is unaltered by nationality,” writes 
this reader in a draft letter to the Premier, “and 
if we condemn in Germany intolerance and the 
use of force, and yet seek to meet and to over- 
come that which we condemn by the self-same 
method, our condemnation becomes worthless and 
our intentions are seen as selfishness.” 

At a big meeting held in Wigan market place 
on Sunday evening, a resolution against conscrip- 
tion was carried unanimously. 

A nineteen-year-old reader of Peace News, Mr. 
P. Richards, of Cardiff, has written to the 
Premier declaring: ‘As a sincere Christian paci- 
fist, and a member of the Peace Pledge Union, 
I refuse conscription in any shape or form... 
I will appeal to all my comrades to resist con- 
scription, even to the death.” 

Another reader, C. T. Parish, of Birmingham, 
points out that “a refusal to have anything to 
do with conscription will mean ‘No More War,’ 
and it should be the aim of the common people 
to see that there is no war.” 


Forthcoming Events 


As this is a free service, we reserve the 
right to select for publication notices sent 
in. We nevertheless desire to make it as 
complete a service as we reasonably can, 
and therefore urge organizers of events to 
Send notices to arrive not later than 


Monday. 

2. Include: Date, TOWN, Time, Place (hall, 
street); nature of event; speakers, 
organizers (and secretary's address)— 
preferably in that order and style. 
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Friday, May 5 
BOURNEMOUTH; 8 p.m. St. Stephen's Hall; 
Rev. L. Artingstall on “ Which way to Peace?”; 
chairman: Percy Ellicott; United Pacifist Group. 
LEEDS; 8 p.m. £t. George’s School Room; Miss 
Marion (Jamaica? and Rev Don Robins; PPU. 
LONDON, W.C.1; 8 p.m. 8 Endsleigh Gardens; 
Hans Arnold on “The Work of the Cotswold 
Briiderhof ”; PPU. 

CHARLTON; 8.15 p.m The Quadrangle, Charl- 
ton House; monthly meeting; Rev. Hampden N 
Horne on “National Service”; FoR. 


Saturday, May 
LEICESTER; 3 p.m. Friends’ Meeting House, 
Prebend Strect; East Midlands Area Committee 
meeting; PPU. 
NEWTON ABBOT; 7 p.m. Market Square; Basil 
Rodgers, B. Sandford and A. Larkworthy on 
“Conscription "; PPU. 
BIRMINGHAM; 7 p.m. Transport House, 211, 
Broad Street; grand social and dance; admis- 
sion 1s. 6d.; PPU. 
woobD GREEN; 8 p.m. Spouters’ Corner; open- 
air meeting; Herbert Smith and Andrew Stewart; 


PPU. 
Sat. & Sun., May 6 & 7 


SCARBOROUGH; “Green Gables,” West Bank; 
week-end school; Reginald Reynolds and Dr. 
George Tatham: details from Donald Robson, 
Allways, Lady Edith’s Avenue, Newby, Scar- 
borough. 


Saturday to Monday, May 6 to 8 


OLD JORDAN’S HOSTEL, near Beaconsfield, 
Bucks.; spring weekend conference; details from 
the Secretary, National Council for Civil Liber- 
ties, 320 Regent Street, London, W.1. 


Sunday, May 7 


See page 7 for particulars of No Conscription 
League part in May Day demonstration. 
LONDON, W.C.1; 4 p.m. Guildhouse Fellowship, 
26 Great Ormond Street; Paul Harris on “An 
Amcrican and Peace”; Guildhouse Peace Group. 
BLACKHEATH; 6 p.m. Whitfield’s Mount; open- 
air meetings; Miss Sybil Morrison and others; 
PPU. : 
LIVERPOOL, 8; 6.30 pm. Emmanuel Hall, Gran- 
by Street, Princes Park; M. Sabine on “Christians 
must resist conscription”; PPU. 

ECCLES; 8.15 p.m. Princes Cinema, Monton; 
Canon Stuart Morris, Mrs. Helen Byles Ford and 


KENNETH PRIDE, 'G. A. Sutherland (chairman); PPU. 
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Monday, May 8 
LIMBRICK; 745 p.m. YMCA; he A. Smith on 
* Women and Peace *; Blackburn Women’s Peace 
Fellowship. 


Mon. to Thurs., May 8 to 11 


BURY ST. EDMUNDS Peace Week; PPU. 
Tuesday, May 9 


BLACKHEATH; 8 p.m. All Saints Parish Hall; 
R. H. Ward on “Peace and Revolution”; PPU. 


Wednesday, May 10 
OXFORD; 8.15 p.m. 115 High Street; R. H. Ward 
on “The Method of Non-Violence ”; University 
Pacifist Association. 


Thursday, May 11 
WOOD GREEN; 8 p.m. Adult School Hall, 
Commerce Road; Rev. Basil Viney and Miss 
Sybil Morrison; PPU. 
SUTTON; 8.15 p.m. Peace Centre, 122 Carshalton 
Road; Maude Rowntree on “Experiences of a 
Wife of a CO”; PPU. 


Friday, May 12 

LONDON, E.C.4; 6 p.m. Baptist Mission House, 
19 Furnival Street; Rev. Paul Rowntree Clifford, 
Eric F. Wilkins and W. J. Buck (chairman); 
Baptist Pacifist Fellowship. 

WESTMINSTER; 7.45 p.m. Denison House, 
Vauxhall Bridge Road; Fenner Brockway, A. 
Stephen Noel and A. A. Nott (chairman); “ Our 
Policy—Construction not Destruction”; PPU. 
LONDON, W.C.1; 8 p.m. 8 Enasleigh Gardens; 


* groupy annual meeting; PPU. 


Saturday, May 13 
SWANSEA; 7.30 p.m. Wesley ion College 
Street; Canon Stuart Morris and George M. LI. 
Davies; PPU. 


Monday, May 15 
HERNE HILL; 8 p.m. Methodist Church Hall, 
Half Moon Lane; William Burnlee Curry on 
“How I wou:d reform the League”; League of 
Nations Union. 


Friday, May 19 
LEICESTER; 8 p.m. Friends’ Meeting House, 
Prebend Street; Rev. T. S. Taylor on “ Peace- 
making"; FcR. 

Monday, May 22 
CHELMSFORD; 8 p.m. Cathedral Hall; RB. H. 
Ward; also play: The Eleventh Hour; PPU. 


Tuesday, May 23 
LONDON, N.W.1; 8 p.m. Friends’ House, Euston 
Road; Merttens Peace Lecture; Rev, Henry 
Carter on “Liberty and Authority ”; "; Society of 
Friends Peace Committee. 


CADBURY’S 


Ikd. per word, minimum 2s. 
Box Number 6d. extra. 


Latest Time for Copy Tuesday Morning 


ACCOMMODATION 


TO LET 
ONE OR TWO ROOMS. Unfurnished. Quiet, 
Near Paddington. Service available. Write Box 
166, Peace News, 3 Blackstock Road, London, N.4. 


STONE COTTAGE TO LET, furnished or un- 
furnished, in beautiful happy village, within easy 
reach of station, shops, hills, moors. Garden, 
living room, pantry, 3 bedrooms, bath, h. & c., 
indoor sanitation. 10s. clear, unfurnished.— 
Reece, Gt. Longstone, Bakewell, Derbyshire, 


<< —$— 
| MEETINGS, &c. { 


SUMMER SCHOOL at “Hillside,” Farncombe, 
in Surrey Hills, July 22-29. Lectures on Personal 
and General Psychology by Milton Powell, well- 
known psychological lecturer and author, also 
Natural Movement teaching by Miss Grace Guy. 
Social evenings, excursions, &c. Moderate 
charge, write for programme. 


[ SITUATIONS } 


Wanted 


“AU PAIR” SITUATION REQUIRED for 
Norwegian girl, 21 years of age. June to 
September, in or near London preferred. Light 
housework in return for board and accommoda- 
tion. Highly recommended.—Apply to War 
Resisters’ International, 11, Abbey Road, Enfield, 
Middlesex. 


es eee a ee 
POSITION AS NURSE or Domestic wanted. 
Lady, children’s doctor, age 28, German, Jew, 
now in Prague. Husband (also a doctor) is in 
England and could answer inquiries. Could any- 
one find a position for this lady?—David 
Spreckley, PPU, 6 Endsleigh Street, W.C.1. 


WHO WOULD EMPLOY JEWESSES? Still 
in Germany. Age 46, perfectly experienced in 
all household duties. nursing. Age 42, trained 
nurse, hospital work, private nursing, ex- 
perienced in household duties. Please write to: 
Kahler, 15 Manor Court, London, S.W.16, 


TYPEWRITING 


230 TYPEWRITTEN CIRCULARS, Electric. 
ally Duplicated, return post, 2s. 9d., inclusive.— 
Brown's Typewriting Service Ltd. Brougham 
Street, Burnley. 


—_—_—_—_—_————— 


TYPING FOR “PEACE” Jean's Typing and 
Duplicating Office are waiting for any jobs you 
may have—large or small. Speed, efficiency, and 
low charges. ‘Phone Bishopsgate 3309; 7, SIS 
Street Station, Liverpool Street, E.C.2. 


| WHERE TO STAY | 


DERBYSHIRE HILLS. Vegetarian Food Re- 
form Guest House. Alt. 600ft For happy holi- 
day or restful recuperation. [Increased accom- 
modation. Central heating throughout; h. and c. 
water in all bedrooms. Central for conferences. 
—A. & K. S. Ludlow, The Briars, Crich, near 
Matlock, Telephone Ambergate 44. Station, 
Ambergate (L.M.S.). 


ISLE OF WIGHT. Board-residence. Comfort- 
able country house. Tennis and croquet Jawns, 
Central. May, June, 42s. “ Knowle,” Whitwell. 


KINGSTON, EDINBURGH, The Fountainhead 
of Modern Nature Cure (Health Home and 
Training Centre). Under the personal supervi- 
sion of James C. Thomson. Particulars from the 
Secratary, Kingston, Edinburgh, 9 


SIDMOUTH, Devon. Board residence, 5 mins. 
sea and shops. H. and C. water main bedrooms. 
Liberal table. Moderate terms. Mrs. Parrish, 
Greenbank, Convent Road, Sidmouth. 


WYE VALLEY.—Guest House and Craft in- 
dustry. Guests and students. Vegetarian diet. 
Barn House.—Brockweir, Chepstow, Mon. 
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A Column of 
News About 


REFUGEE 
RELIEF 


F the 54 refugees emigrated from 
Britain last month by the Germany 
Emergency Committee of the Society of 
Friends, 20 went to places in the British 
Empire, 18 to South American countries, 
13 to the USA, 2 to Portugal and 1 to China. 
Thirty of the refugees came originally 
from Germany, and the cost of the emigra- 
tion of the 54 amounted to £1,444. 


Another Way To Help 


An addition to the various ways of help- 
ing refugees which have appeared in 
Peace News from time to time is suggested 
by the Germany Emergency Committee of 
the Society of Friends. 

It consists of watching advertisements for 
situations vacant in local newspapers and 
asking advertisers whether they would 
consider taking German or Austrian refu- 
gees for the positions advertised. 

Tn all such cases conditions laid down by 
the Ministry of Labour have to be observed, 
and it is necessary to know that no British 
labour is being displaced. 

Copies of a specimen letter for use in 
approaching advertisers can be obtained 
from the Germany Emergency Committee, 
Bloomsbury House, Bloomsbury Street, 
London, W.C.1. 


Italian and German 
Grants 


The Italian and German Governments 
have each given £235 toward the work of 
the International Commission for the 
Assistance of Child Refugees in Spain, 
which has headquarters in Paris. 

Other Government grants include: 


Brazil: 10,000 bags of Coffee, worth 15,000 
Canada : 138,000 lbs. of codfish, worth 2,128 
Britain: (excluding a further 

£40,000 promised) 80,000 
Sweden: (food and cash) 85,298 


Aid for Spaniards in 
France 


The British youth organizations associa- 
ted in the Spanish Youth Foodship Com- 
mittee nave been asked to undertake a new 
responsibility—the care of 1,300 children 
and their mothers housed in the primitive 
refugee colonies of South-Western France. 

The International Children’s Office has under- 
taken the tremendous task of caring for the 
140,000 women and children living in more than 
1,200 centres in 47 Departments of France, and 
has appeated to the movement in Britain to 
accept responsibility for seven colonies—or some 
2,400 people. 

It 1s estimated that approximately £1 per head 
will be required to provide the necessary initial 
equipment—beds, bedding, shoes, and clothes— 
and 5s a month to provide essential supple- 
mentary foods, soap, and other necessary 
additions to the official minimum. From every 
country help is being sent. 


Home Office Recognizes 


W.R.L 


The War Resisters’ International is now 
officially recognised by the Home Office as 
a refugee organizaticn, 


Double Wedding 


The first double wedding of German refu- 
gees in this country took place at Downham 
Parish Church, Essex, recently. Otto G. 
and Augusta L. were engaged in Vienna, as 
were also Rolf K. and Erika N., all four: 
being friends. 

The bridegrooms came to this country in 
November and December fast respectively, and 
went to the Agricultural Training Camp organ- 
ized by the Germany Emergency Committee at 
Quarley Down. which moved in February to 
Mount Holly, Downham, Essex. 

It was only possible to bring the brides to this 
country three weeks ago. Augusta L. stayed at 
Andover, and Erika at the Tring hostel for the 
intervening period. 

One couple will return to Downham and 
continue training there, and the other couple will 
join the camp at Brecon, which was the first agri- 
cultural training camp to be established in Great 
Britain by the Germany Emergency Committee. 

Finally both Otto and Rolf and their wives hope 
to emigrate to one of the Colonies. 


—_——~-e 


ETHEL MANNIN 
Owing to the heavy demands on our 
space made by news of the anti-conscrip- 
tion campaign, Ethel Mannin’s contribution, 
announced last week, could :.ot be included 
in this issue. 


PEACE NEWS 


A Paeifist Commentary 


May 5, 1939 


Industrial Conscription Next? 


Palestine Peace Hopes 


India Rejects Dictatorship Move 


NE of the most dangerous 
features of the Military Train- 
ing Bill is that it opens the 
door to the introduction of fascist 
methods in Britain—in particular, 


industrial conscription. 

Questioned on this point in Parliament 
last Thursday, Mr. Hore-Belisha said he 
realized that there were genuine fears and 
forebodings on the Opposition side, not so 
much of what was being done as of what 
might be done. They feared that Labour 
might be conscripted. The Government, he 
said, had no intention of introducing such 
a proposal. 

On this occasion, at any rate, Opposition 
members were justified in their cries of 
“ Another pledge?” For experience during 
the Great War shows that such a measure 
as the Military Training Bill can become a 
powerful weapon in the hands of employers. 

Lest this be considered too alarmist a 
statement, let us recall two pledges made 
during the Great War. First, the pledge 
given to a Labour deputation by Mr. 
Asquith, the Premier, on January 12, 1916: 

“TI cannot imagine anything more monstrous 
than that advantage should be taken of this 
opportunity to introduce a method by which 
unscrupulous and unpatriotic employers would 
get additional power over workmen. I am not 
in favour of compulsion in regard to industrial 
work. I see no reason for it. I shall obsolutely 
resist it to the last.” 

On January 17, 1916, Mr. Bonar Law gave 
the House of Commons a further pledge (an 
even more categorical one than Mr. Hore- 
Belisha’s of last week): 

“There is no intention whatever in this Bill 
to introduce, in any shape or form, industrial 
conscription.” 

Yet, within a month of the passing of that 
Bill (the Military Service Bill), it was being 
used to impose a form of conscription upon 
those engaged in industry. 


How It Came in 1916 


ERE is how it worked—described in the 
words of Mr. J. H. Thomas in Parlia- 


ment on May 15: 

“Within a month of the passing of the last 
Bill there was a strike at Dundee ... What did 
the employer there do? He did not use the 
ordinary methods of a dispute and fight it out. 
He did not ask for arbitration, but he immedi- 
ately reported these men to the military 
authorities, and they were called up under the 
Act.” 

A leading article in the Manchester 
Guardian ot August 11, 1916, gave a similar 
instance: 

“He (Mr. Smillie, addressing the National 
Union of Scottish Mine Workers) cited as an 
instance the case of a man who had returned 
from the army to the mine. He was informed 
that his place was in a certain pit, which he was 
not at liberty to leave, and was warned that, in 
the event of any question of conduct arising, ne 
would be dealt with by the military authority. 

The fact of the matter was, as Colonel 
Sir Augustus Fitzgeorge admitted on August 
26, 1916, that “compulsory service was 
necessary at this time when the people were 
getting out of hand.” 


Churchill’s Admissions 


‘THE manner in which the people were 

getting out of hand, and further in- 
stances of the use of conscription to bring 
them to heel, are provided in volume 2 of 
The World Crisis, where Winston Churchill, 
who was then Minister of Munitions, 
records: 

“In July [1918] a whole series of strikes broke 
out in the munition industries at centres as 
widely separated as Sheffield, Accrington, Old- 
ham, Coventry, Gateshead, Farnborough, Bir- 
mingham, Manchester, Hendon, Gainsborough 
and Newport... ‘ 

“Most of these disputes were composed and 
many others prevented by the ceaseless and 
skilful activity of the Munitions Labour Depart- 
ment, under Sir Stephenson Kent. But Coventry 
Proved intractable. After consulting the Prime 
Minister, I decided to take the step from which 
we had hitherto always abstained, of withdraw- 
ing from men who would not work their pro- 
tection against being taken for the Army... 

“On July 16 I therefore issued the following 
notice which was displayed everywhere in 
Coventry: 

“*The Minister of Munitions finds it necessary 
to state at the earliest moment that men who 
abandon their work in these circumstances will 
by that very act divest themselves of any pro- 
tection against recruitment for the Army, if they 
are liable to serve... 

i “*The Minister has therefore obtained the 


auZ%aority of the War Cabinet not only to proceed 
with the utmost rigour of the law against all 
persons conspiring toward such a cessation of 
work, but also to make it clear that the pro- 
tection from military service of all or any men 
who cease work in these circumstances will be 
allowed to lapse immediately.’ ” 


The Government of today does not intend 
to give the people an opportunity of getting 
out of hand—hence the thin edge of the 
wedge in the shape of the Military Training 
Bill, 1939. 


Presumably because of a belief that the 
Bill does not affect enough people, there are 
already demands for a compulsory national 
service register. Though Mr. Chamberlain 
turned down the proposal on Monday, it 
was immediately revived in a motion tabled 
in Parliament later in the day by Mr. 
Sandys, Mr. Boothby, and Mr. Cartland. 


Palestine Agreement 


A T last there are prospects of a settlement 

* of the conflict between Arabs and 
Jews in Palestine. A Cairo report quotes 
the following as the four principal points of 
a memorandum put forward through the 
British Embassy: 


1. As soon as normal conditions have been 
restored a National Government will be formed 
with Palestinian Ministers, assisted by British 
advisers. High Government posts will be 
given, when possible, to efficient Palestinians. 

2. Jewish immigration will be limited during 
the next five years to 70,000. Illegal immi- 
grants will be reckoned in this total, and ulti- 
mately the number of Jews will not be allowed 
to exceed one-third of the number of Arabs. 

3. Sales of land to Jews will be subject to 
conditions to be agreed upon by the National 
Government and the British High Commissioner. 

4. After three years a National Assembly 
will be convencd for the drafting of a Con- 
stitution. The Assembly will be formed on a 
hasis proportionate to the component popula- 
tions. 

Though the proposals do not involve the 
end of British intervention in Palestine, 
they can form the basis of a compromise be- 
tween the Jews and Arabs and thus enable 
them to live in peace with each other. 


Strong pressure is believed to have been 


brought to bear upon Palestinian Arabs by yu 


the Arab States to accept a reasonable com- 
promise, and there was said to be ground 
for reasonable optimism when meetings for 
the discussion of the Palestine problem 
ended in Cairo on Saturday. 


Compromise Essential 


THE Palestine Conference in London 
showed how far apart were the view- 
points of the Jews and the Arabs. 

The Jews, for instance, insisted on con- 
tinued immigration into Palestine: the 
Arabs opposed it. The proposals quoted 
above contain an attempt at a compromise. 

Again, the Jews demanded the right to 
buy mcre land, which the Arabs denied. 
On this point, too, a compromise has been 
put forward. 

At the conference, both sides stood firmly 
for their maximum demands. 

Those whose ultimate aim is indepen- 
dence for Palestine, should remember that 
the country is not likely to gain its indepen- 
dence before there is collaboration and a 
working agreement between all its inhabit- 
ants. The enormous gain for Arabs and 
Jews of a settlement and the establishment 
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cé friendly relations would be far more than 
could come from holding out for their ex- 
treme demands. 

A great deal of ill will has undoubtedly arisen 
on both sides through want of knowledge and 
through propaganda and _ misrepresentation. 
(Some of this has had its source in the larger 
problems of imperialism and power politics.) 
When both sides know one another better a very 
different situation should result. 

Another factor to be taken into account is 
that three years of disturbances have left their 
mark on the economic situation, and thousands 
of people have been reduced to the starvation 
level in the Jerusalem and Hebron districts. 
They should benefit ir the hoped-for compromise 
is reached. 


Dictatorship in India 


"THE All-India Congress Committee has 

not allowed to pass without notice the 
India and Burma (Miscellaneous Amend- 
ments) Bill which would impose dictator- 
ship in India in wartime—referred to in 
this commentary last week. 

At its session which ended on Monday, 
it affirmed its determination to oppose all 
attempts to impose a war on India and use 
Indian resources without the consent of the 
Indian people. In proposing the resolution 
Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru made special 
reference to the Bill. 


Moving the second reading of the Bill in the 
House of Lords last week, Lord Zetland 
admitted that the provincial Ministries in India 
had “taken some exception” to the part of the 
Bill providing for extensive war-time powers, 
He said the Government had no wish to under- 
mine the authority of the provincial govern- 
ments, and that the powers would be for war 
time only. And with that he dismissed the 
widespread feeling of apprehension expressed in 
the All-India Congress Committee’s resolution. 


Doubtless the Indian National Congress will 
not allow the matter to rest there. While there 
is no information as to what its next move will 
be, every supporter of India’s claim to freedom 
should not let the threat to liberty at home 
overshadow completely the attempt to deny 
Indians the right to refuse to be exploited by 
Britain for war purposes. 


Deeds Not Words 


OWARD MARSHALL recently gave in 

the Daily Mail the script of the talk 
he would give if Dr. Goebbels invited him 
to broadcast to the German people. Last 
Monday he was actually given the oppor- 
tunity of broadcasting it in German in the 
BBC’s German news bulletin. 


The talk was that of the simple, homely 
variety that many people would probably like to 
deliver in similar circumstances. 


Howard Marshall spoke of the “ madness of a 
new world war,” of its ‘fantastic waste” and 
“tragic stupidity.” He called the German 
nations “brothers and sisters,” and said that 
“if the ordinary people of Great Britain and 
Germany could sit down, just as you and I are 
sitting down together now, we could settle our 
problems simply enough.” 


With the truth of such remarks no sane person 
would quarrel, but there is a danger lest they 
be rated too highly. To achieve maximum effect 
they should be followed by action, 


What the German people need more than 
verbal assurances ot friendship from individual 
British people, valuable though these can be, 
is a concrete sign of that friendship. What is 
called for is some active repudiation, by those 
who feel as Howard Marshall and hosts of other 
people feel, of the suggestion that we regard 
the Germans as our enemies. 


If we talk friendship and prepare for mass 
murder our words may be looked upon as an 
attempt to lull suspicion or to gain time: 
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